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HOSE Rites and Ceremonies of the 
Church, which are the Self- ſame now, 
that they were when Holy and Virtuous Men 
maintain*d Them, againſt profane and deri- 
ding Adverſaries; Her own Children have, at 
this Day, in Deriſion. 
Hooker's Eccleſ. Pol. Book IV. 
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ro THE 


READER. 


1 N the Account before the Lord B 
BY 1s - Rapho' $ printed Defence of 8 / 
Remembrance of the Dead, — — 

led, A Letter about Drinking to 
the Memory of King William; . hs Lordſhip 
ſays, That before my Anſwer to bim was. publiſh?d, 
he was. very. deſirous to know my. farther 


Thoughts concerning ſo important a Matter 
Charge of of | rrp 


as a 2 ut that when I 
comply d, and ſent him my Thoughts in Print, In 
the midſt of abundance 'of Buſinek 0 hai not 
Time to read it. 

This. being, 4s bis Lordſbip * a Matter 
of ſo great Importance, it mut have been worth 
while in Bim, to have ſpared Time to, read and 

confider, whether his Arguments, ere not fo fully 
An werd, that he ſþ ould be. ola rather to @ Re- 
vocation 57 6 be had undertaken to defend 
thats to the. farther puhli bliſhi of it to the World. 
I tould wiſh a Reg phy to Ty. ng of and tbe Souls 1 


Men, had 128 — bis Reſentments fem tho 


My Charge ig only, that I.. in keel a an lde. 
rus 8, aer aner Notary, * 


* 


iv. 1 READ ER. 


2 0 ht or Sbarpne fo amet; in 
mos of Stig Liberty 7 Ron of Endeavourmy 


10 2 the 2 Part of his Diſcourſe in a 
diverting Light ; efpeczallp, fence it all aroſe out of 
the Subject it ſelf; and t at P was led into it by the 
exceediag Weakneſs of ſuch Arguments,” as be 
thoughs Ukanſwexable. © But, as Fan ſonfoble no 
Provocation, or manner of treating Me or the Sub. 
ef, is a ient Fokifr n of any Words or Ex- 
eſſions unflitable to bis Loyaſhips Porfon and Sacred 
Ore * ſo I plead them not, but dv freely revoke 
wharfocoer is my Reply : may be deenoed to be of that \ 
Nature: And, where this doth not remove any 07 | 
Ende it ERS given, Fam content all the Cen- 


re Te acc "center in me, and no way burt + 
either bit Lozafhip,or the Doctrine defend; which « |) 
wanted it not, wk clear up every Day the 
more.it is opp Ports and rective new Light Fom 
every O he, "which i brought to Cloud and 
Obſcure it, CITE 


And. now that J Zave, ar mach as in me hes, 
bed Wk Whate de ph ave von his Led 
. difp off ; T befeech Bim to fuſpent al Prejudice, and 
75 af mpartially, what bath bets offered ew. 

e g ane a. Itreligious Natare of that 

alt 1 5500 bt Bath hitherto Maintain'd wirh 
Deal ond Wirth : Thor b emen hereaf- 
per as xtaloiſi Check and Diets it; that 
ke niay own a Truth, Which is never to be Evaded 
by any renſownble 1 and make a * — 
eee fr njufiebearEr 1 


Glos 


Y 


| S way of 5 rhe Vihunds it hath given to 


75 de READER »y 


Glory 7 God, and of His Holy Ordinance; and 
to the Fame of al Thofe who firft ſet it n Foot 
with no good Deſigns q who” have Supported it, & 
his Lordſhip Obſerver), for above Eleven Years; 


and Teach it their Children „ in order to raf 


it to Poſterity. 


I would wy in the inof Hake a tender 
Concern for bim, beſeech bis Lordſhip to make à pu- 
Rick Rerantation of this\ whole Sermon, the only 


ar Church. This wil be infinitely more for the 
5 and Peace of hi Conſcience, in the End, than 
Defence of it, 4 K labouring for Evoftonr; giving 
al #7 Parts of it ſuch Turns as they will nov bear; 
and which, * appear to be altogether „ be- 
cles bis fir Etalon, and the whole Scope of that 
Diſcour e. And, this Fs | . apo bis e for 
f beſe Reaſons, 8 


Firſt, Betauſe, tho pe the intire Enes of 
e can never undo alt the Miſchie thar Sor- 
mon hath done; yet, this is the moſt effe L Means 
pre ” If in power rowards it. This will give an 
SEAT 'of Sincerity to what he Bavk Bither- 
yote, very worthily, in Favqonr of” onrRites and 
Ceremonies and'oreſens Conſtitution; as alfs t 
future Eniavours off that kind, whether byPrea- 
Gall or Writing,” Converſation + Bat, with 
out if be they ever fo Zratous and" C e, 
1 koÞ2 upun, by the EA,H, and 
Friends of the Ch, wo be uo other uu þ great 


I- 


vi To the READ E R. 
Inconſiſtency with bimſelf; and will be always 1 


down by the great Weight Diſſenters of all ſorts i 
lay upon this remarkable. Performance of bis, to 


which they are all ready to Subſcribe. 
5 Secondly, Becauſe a Man is never more ſabject 


to dangerous Errors in Religion, than when he ven- 
tures to be ſingular in his Poſitions, and in the man- 
ner of conveying his Thoughts to the World. As for 
Infance, ſuch as Eſtabliſhing one Only End and 
Motive of Religion, peremptorily excluſive of all 
other Motives. Affirming, that tho' a Doctrine 
be in it ſelf ever ſo True, yet, if there is not a plain 
Command from God , requiring me to believe it, it 
is no Sin to disbelieve it. Holding that ſuch as 
are admitted to the Miniſtry, are to give their Aſſent 
to more Doctrines than other Members of our Com- 
munion. Maintaining that the Church cannot re- 
quire an Aſſent to any Dofrines, as Neceſſary to Sal- 
vation. Promoting Diſtinctions of Parts and Cir- 
cumſtances ; of Articles of Communion, and 
Articles, of Peace; Similitudes of a Man, and hs 


4 


Garments, Golden-Apples, Ge. Theſe and ſuch | 


Like are, at. leaſt dubious, and 777 hy a direct 
Tranſgreſſon of his own Rule, viz. {That inReli- 
gions Man ought always to expreſs his Thoughts 
15 the 88 and mor nuf Manner 
e can. For, no other Reaſon can be imagi- 
ned, why.a NO! 
Expreſſions as are doubtful, rather than thoſe 
that are plain ; except it be that he deſires (by 
ti 4 Plain and Eaſy Method, &5c. Par. 48. 60 A 
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va Man ſhould make choice of ſuch 
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am BY had a 


To the RE AD ER. | vii 


ſome at leaſt) to be underſtood after a diffe- 
rent manner from what he privately Means 
within himſelf; which ſort of Colluſion, or 
Diſſimulation, as it is not eaſily excuſable in 
any Caſe whatſoever; ſo in Matters of Reli- 
gion it is altogether Wicked and Abominable. 


Thirdly, Becauſe a Perſon*s promoting Alterations 
E - our Liturgy, Rites, or 5 — 
Xe. in his private Capacity, and upon the ſtrengt 
of bis es; 2 — * — 
. to a Diſlike or Indifference towards them, ſeems 
to be in the Church what. the ſtirring- up the Minds 
of People to Faction is in the State. The firſt Mo- 
tion, or Aſſay of this nature, . ought to be to the Body 
of the Clergy. in Convocation; where Matters being 
throughly Debated, he might have the concurrent 
Senſe of his Brethren: Otherwiſe, tis ſetting up a 
Man's own private Fudgment, in oppoſition to the 
whole Church; nay, and even to the Holy Ghoſt, 
For tis acting in bis Single Perſon againſt. the well- 
weigb'd Reſolutions of the Learned and Pious Fathers 
of the Church, Synodically Convened, when we may 
with juſt Grounds, preſume that God is more imme- 
diately in the midſt of Them. oo 


The laſt Inducement to a-publick diſclaiming of 
hat be hath ſo openly Maintained and. Abetted, I 
ſhall offer bis Lordſhip it this, viz. That. bis of | 
ſting in the Defence af an Health, which. +; 
even at the Vitals of Chriſtianity ;_ and his. purſuing 


4. © 


what is zn ef Levelling Principle tho; ever Jo 
11 | Ar Where cnortg; HER 


* 
- 


vii 79 te READER: 


well defintd, and directly deſtruftive, not our 
whole Conmſtitution, but " capa oor bulge 


World, may be no Diminatian to his future Reward 


of thoſe real Services he hath done, thro* the Courſe 

of a diligent Diſcharge of bis Miniſterial Funtt iam; 

and of the many more he may br yet the in 

{ doing in that Station to which be i ts, F the good 
of God, promoted, 


His Lordſhip will by nl „ fee him. 
ſelf from any Share in ade Guits 9 and 
Indignities, Grie vom Calummies and Reproaches, 
which are daily caft upon . ſuch as appear in Defence 
ef F the Contrary Do#rmes 3 of - thoſe Direful Curſes, 
unheard of Exerrationr, which they are ſo fre- 

— iy loaded with; and of that Cuſtomary drinking 
of Confuſion and Dammation ro them, even by Name, 
publick Occaſions, wit haut reſerve, and 


: Perfont ot of the loweſt Rani or Station. iT ho? hie | 
ſmall thing , yet it is a 2eighry Conde - | 


may ſeem a 
ration in it ſelf, and great in the Acconnt of God : 
Fur, thi without quelfion, bis Lordi be « ju 
abborrence of all ſuch Practices; yet , this cannat 
dem d, that as far as by Writing, or Converſati- 


on, he hath zealouſly promote ſuch Doctrines and 


Opinions as give Occaſion and Pretence, not to ſay 
1 rer of Countenanoe and Enoouragemeur to thoſe 


| ae Zo; of Them; ſo far be becomes Partner 


pray Gol theſe, and ot ber Confiderati- 
ons, W 1256 bis ru And milf e ſup geſt, may 
prevail with him, 4 much ar in hm now tyes, to 
remove 1 chſe Fes nd Com: 


ſequences will fail. | THE 
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HE N this Sermon, I have now be- 

| fore me, was firſt Preachi'd, tis ſaid 
there happen'd a great Concourſe 

of Diſſenters,, who are Jmmdderately bent a- 
gainſt our Epiſcopacy, Confirmation, Liturgy, Rites, 
Ceremonies and Articles, &c. as alſo of ſuch who 
have but a Poderate, very Moderate Degree of 
eal and Concern for Them, i. e. for the whole 


PARTS and CIRCUMSTANCES: 


+ % ” 


- Conſtitution of that Church, of which they 
are viſible Members; and in the Communion of 


which they hope for Salvation. I need not tell 


you with what ſecret Pleaſure, which diſclos'd 


itſelf with Applauſe in their Looks, Theſe re- 
ceiv'd the agreeable Doctrine: Whilſt the True 
and Genuine Sons of the Eftabliſh'd Church, 
were fill'd with Grief of Heart, Their Connte-' 
nances fell, and diſcover'd that Surprize and juſt 
Indignation, which became a ſincere and firm 
Adherence to that PROFESSION they were firſt” 
received into by Baptiſm ; which They appro- 
ved of in their own perſons; and made their 

5210 | B ſolemn 


(2) 
ſolemn Choice before God and the World in 
their Confirmation ; which Aſſurances, nay, V OWS - 
to Heaven, they repeated as oft as they have 
received the Bleſſed Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper: And, by which they have, from their 
Childhood, happily rejoycd in all the bleſſed 
Means of Salvation, for their growth in Grace, 
and the increaſing of all Virtue and Goodneſs 


in rom. ol Le agg 
" This Sermon made a great Noiſe Abroad; 
one ſide ſpread the Doctrine of PARTS and 
CIRCUMSTANCES _ and an _ made 
all their Advantages of that lucky Diſtincki- 
on. ke other A who alone were . 
guſted, made ſuch 1 s of it as 
my Reader will fee it deſervd; for which 
Reaſon it became neceſſary for his Lordſhip 
to publiſh it, with an Intent ONLT to put 
75 to the falſe and aſtegerher Se Reporte 
that haue been ſpread Abroad of it. What are 
theſe falſe and altogether groundleſs Reports? 
amely, That the Main Obſervation, laid down, 
or the Groundwork. of that Diſcourſe, was 
401 f good Divinity, nor in the leaſt deduce- 
able from the Text. That the Four Inferen- 
25 TURF from it, have as little Truth inthem, 
as that tenen from whence they are 
drawn 5 projally in that univerſal and un- 
1 enfe, in Which they are poſitively 
aſſerted. That the Doctrine of Parts and Cir- 
eumſtances had a direct Tendency to vilify all 
aur Rites, and Ceremonies, and open a breach in 
"ADVERTISEMENT. ERS 


our 


—— 


| gd 
our Conſtitution. That our Church was grie- 
vouſly wrong'd in that peremptory Aſſertion, 
That She never had the leaſt Thought that ber 
Liturgy, Rites and Ceremonies, Articles, &c. 
were Parts of her holy and eſtabliſhed Religion, 
and that ſhe ſhowd call them only Circum- 
ſtances; When She never thought that 
they are no Parts of Religion; or any whete 
calls them by that In vidios, Vilifyiiy Name 
there put into her Mouth. That our Diſſen- 
ters are there furniſhed with an Argument for 
the Juſtification of their Schiſ and Separation, 
which can never be an{wer'd upon his Lord- 
ſhip*s Principles. That the Similitude of 4 
Man and his Garments is calculated to con- 
vince People that they may throw off the 
Rites and Ceremonies of the Church, as they 
pleaſe; and change them with every Turf of 
the Times. That the Heathenifh Fable of 
the Golden Apples, directly inſinuates all our 
Chriſtian Rites and Ceremonies to be ſo many 
Rubs caft in our Way by the Devil, to hindet 
us in running our Race to Heaven. That in 
the midft of all theſe Itiſinuations againſt our 
Liturgy, Rites and Ceremonies thete is not one 
ſingle Expreſſion dropt in favour of them, un- 
leſs we except that remarkable Saying, p. 15. 
That in AAN Caſes, lawful Authority MA 1 
determine Circumſtanees; And that we May 
be oblig'd to yield Obedienee to ſuch Deter- 


- theſe are the Reports that his Lordſhip 


would pat a fp to, Fat forry to fay; — 


q 


K 


and tliat the Printing of his Sermon will appear 
to be an ample juſtification of the Veracity 
and Integrity of his Hearers who gave out 
thoſe Reports. There is one Report more, 
added to all the reſt, ſince the Publiſhing; 


namely, that his Lordſhip expreſs'd himſelf 
more fully to ſome of thoſe Points in the 


ſpeaking, than he hath done in the Print. I 
wiſh it had been foreſeen and obviated in the 


Advertiſe ment. For it being Reported withſo 


much Poſitiveneſs; and the Reporters having 


done him ſo much Juſtice in other reſpects, I. 


fear People may be inclin'd to believe it, till 
his Lordſhip aſſerts the contrary in expreſs 
Terms, and without any Reſerve. 


The ſtripping that Diſcourſe of all its Clo- 


thing and Diſguiſe; and expoſing all the Parts 
of it to a naked and open View, is to me an 
ungrateful Task; and I had no ſmall Struggle 
with my ſelf between a Reluctance to any 
Diſpute or Controverſy with 2 Brother, on 
the one Hand; and that Zeal I owe to Truth 
on the other. But the Obligation of Con- 
ſcience Ilye under to maintain the Honour and 


Dignity of our deareſt Mother hath prevail'd, 


at a Seaſon when ſhe is unnaturally and un- 


gratefully ſtruck at by many of her own'Chil- 


dren ;. who have ſuck*d her Breaſts, and have 
grown up, to Maturity under her tendereſt 
Care and Management. And this I under- 


take the rather becauſe, tho?. all People ſee 
the main Scope and Tendency of that Sermon, 


— 


. one of them is Altogether Groundleſs or | Falſe; | 


F 


1 
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yet they cannot diſcern the whole . Contri- 


vance; and all the Particulars which lye more 
cover'd, and capable of an Evaſion, till Men 
come to a more diſtin and near Confiderati- - 
on of them. 8 | 


' The Main Propoſition laid down from the 
Text, Mat. 19. 16. is, That the ONLY End 
and Deſign , which each Man ought to propoſe to 
bimſelf in his Religion, « the Attainment of E- 


ternal Salvation. 


This is aſſerted not only here as univerſally | 


True, and with great Poſitiveneſs, ſo as to be 


made the Title of the Sermon, Eternal Salva- 


tion, the Only End and Deſign of Religion: But 


_ thro? the whole, peremptorily excluſive of all 


other Ends whatſoever. pag. 14. This and none 
other 1 the main End and grand MOTIVE of Re- 
ligion : Again, p. 7. The- only Reaſon and Mo- 
tive i this, and only this, viz. That God will Re- 
ward us in the Life to come. $6897 

I believe every one, at firſt ſight, ſees how 
groundleſs and abſurd. this Propoſition is, 
which his Lordſhip lays down as Self-evident, 
p. 4. even in that Latitude. For, if there are 
any other Ends and Motives of Religion at all, 
as Grand, or Grander Motives than that, then 
that is not the Only Motive of Religion. I ſhall 
Inſtance in the Glory of God, which is fully 
and expreſly propos'd as one great End and 
Motive of all Religion; and that both in re- 
ſpect of God, and Man. et nne 


1 
54 


1 Z 
| Firft 0 teſpe&: of God; 2 Cor. B. 19. The t 
Goſpel is {aid to be preach'd for the Glory of God, 
and for that Reaſon: Verſ. x3. the Preachers of 
it are call'd The Glory of Chriſt. Eph. 1. God is 
ſaid to have Predeſtinated us to the Adoption of 
Children, i. e. to the Chriſtian Religion, to 
the Praiſe of the Glory of his Grace, as 
Serpndly, In reſpe& of Man, Phil. 2. 11. the 
whole Confeſſion of our Faith in Chriff, muſt 
be to the Glory of God the Father. Nay, and Fobn 
IF. 18. This is made by our Saviour himſelf 
the grand Motive of all pra#ical Duties in Re- 
ligion, Herein is my Father Glorify d, that ye bear 
much Fruut. 1-H [5 
And now obſerve the Two Denionſtrations of 
this Self-Evident Principle; that Eternal Sal» 
vation, is the Only End of Religion. 
 » Firſt, Becauſe this, [ Eternal Salvation] and 
| | none other, is the Main End and Grand Motive that 
| li zt propoſed to as by God bimſelf: The Conſequence 
Bi: is thus; this is 3 Grand Motive, which God 
Propoſeth to us; therefore, it is the only Motive 
aà Man ought to propoſe to himfelf, and ub o- 
ther Motive whatſoever, That Eternal Salva- 
tion, is a Grand Motive Propos'd by God, no 
one ever yet doubted, and therefore wanted 
not all that proof; but that it is the only Mo- b 
tive, or that there is not any other great Mos 6 
tive' propoſed to us, I am perſuaded no one 
ever ſaid; much leſs ever undertook to Main- 
tain before; and accordingly his Lordſhip | 
found hirhfelf under a neceſſity of dropping the. 
Word only here in the Wen 
en | (= 


1d 


„ 


„ r 4A. oa. 1 8 wen. 


j 


| . 
the only material Word that was to be proved 
in the Grand Propoſition laid down in his Ti- 
tle Page, and purſued thre the whole Diſeourſe. 

If che Scripture ſays, Phil, x. 11. that we 
muſt be filled with the Fruits of Righteauſneſs, unto 


| the Praiſe and Glory of God, And, 1 Peg. 4. 46. 


that we muſt be gead Stewards of the manifold 
Grace of God, Verſ. 11. That God in all thivgs 

may be Gloriff®d through Jeſus Chriſt; and I 

from theſe'and many other Texts to theſame 
Purpoſe, ſhou'd make this ridieulous Inference, 
that therefore the Glory of God is the ONLY 
grand End, and Deſgu, and Motive of Religi- 
on, univerſally and peremptorilyExclufive of 
all others; would not his Lordfhip Wonder 

what ſtrange Inferences I was to make tram 


4 ſuch a grand Principle? and What ſeerct Ends 


F had to ſerve by it? and yet I might have 
done this with a better ſne of Reaſon, than 
his Propoſſtion will admit of. For that no- 
table, remarkable Word O NLY quite ſpoils 
his Sole and Grand Mative of all Religion; and 
renders it a Principle intirely Selfiſh, Mean and 
Abe; fit only for narrow Spirits, diſposd 
to do all for their own Sake, and nothing for 
the Love of God, and the Sake of his Glory; 
which was ever eſteem'd the Higheft , moſt 
Noble, and moſt Acceptable Motive af Re- 
ligion; and for that n fo frequent · 
ly inforc*d-upon us in the Holy Scriptures. 
| Indies ER 7 9 
a queition, eipecially among the yſtical E 
vines, Whether a Regard to eſcape 9 — 
6 | nation 
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nation of Hell, and the ſaving of our Souls; 


may be even a joint Motive with the Love of | 


God, and promoting of his Glory. Tis true, 
this is one of their elevated Notions, and with 
them a Condition of Perfection in Religion; 
and it may be an Extreme on the other Hand: 
but I believe this was never by any Man be- 
fore ſo totally and entirely Excluded from being 


a Motiveof Religion as it is by his Lordſhip, 


who doth not ſo much as give one Hint of it 
thro? the whole Sermon. rig! 
His Lordſhip's ſecond Proof is, Becauſe the 


Proſpect of Eternal Salvation i the only Thing (uf- 
ficient to ſupport a good Man under all the Difficul-' 


ties which a Religions Courſe of Life may expoſe 
him to; therefore it is the only Motive in Re- 


ligion, and a Man muſt propofe no other to 


himſelf but this alone. But ſurely not intirely 
excluſive of the Love of God; for with ſub- 
miſſion, The Love of God in Rom. 8. 35, Cc. 


is propos'd as one of the ſtrongeſt Motives of 
Religion, and ſufficient to enable us to over- 


come all Difficulties. bo ſhall ſeparate us from” 
the Love of Chrift? ſhall Tribulation or Diſtreſs, or 
Perſecution? &c. And for this Reaſon Love the 
Lord with all thy Heart, Mat. 22. 37. is ſaid to 


be the Hit and Great Commandment.” And, 


Rom. 5.'5. all Evangelical Graces are reſolv'd 
into the Love of God, ſhed abroad in our Hearts by 
the Holy Gho# : And what therefore could his 
Lordſhip mean by ſo intirely and perempto- 
rily Paſſmg over the Love of God and his Glory, 
and ſetting up the Love of our ſelves for _ 

FORE | Sole, 


(9) 


| Sole, and the Only grand End and Motive of 


all Religion? + | 1 
If it is ſaid, that the Love of God and his 


Glory is not an End diſtinct from Eternal Sal- 


vation, becauſe nothing we can do, can be a- 
ny real Acceſſion to his Glory. I grant it, and 


then how will his Lordſhip like my laying 
1 down this Propoſition in dire& Oppoſition to 


his? menos of God is the ONLY End and Mo- 
tive of all Religion; and then ſaying, that tis 
with this View and Deſan, and none other 
whatſoever, that every Religious Action ought 


to be perform®d. This ſhews the unreaſona- 
bleneſs of making thoſe Two one Motive, 


which God hath in ſo many Places of Scrip- | 
ture expreſly diſtinguiſh'd ; but if Men will 
joyn them, ſo they do not make either of them 


che ONLY Motive ſo peremptorily Excluſive 


o all other, I ſhall have no Conteſt with 
them. N 
I hope after theſe Texts and the many more 


. 


I cou'd produce, that his Lordſhip will not ſay 


the Glory of God is a ſecundary End or Mo- 
tive ſubordinate to Eternal Salvation; eſpec i- 
ally ſince he will find this, Rev. 15. 4. to be 
the End and Deſign of the whole Creation; 
And if he but allow it even co- ardinate, then 
Eternal Salvation cannot be the Only End. ©. 

If his Lordſhip had but qualify*dthis ſtrange 


and unheard of Propoſition a little, and could 


have ſaid that he meant the ONLY End and 
Motive, not excluſive of other Motives; but 
in Oppoſition to Al Mordly and 1 
R * 0 n 


| LF. 
Ends and Motives, this would have been ſome 
ſaving to the ſurprizing Novelty of it. Or, if 
he had calPd Eternal Salvation the Chief End, 
or Supreme Motive of Religion and of all Re- 
ligious Actions; or the min End to which all 
others are ſubordinate, without expreſly ex- 
cluding them Grand and Small, thus much of 
the Sermon had paſſed without Notice. But 
unleſs it be the Only End, this alone, and 10 
other whatſoever, what then would have be- 
come of the Four following Inferences built 
upon that one Word ONLY as a corner Stone? 
and are all of them plainly levell'd, not at 
Hypecritical, Unlawful, or Worldly Ends and De- 
ſigns, but at Rites and Ceremonies; and indeed 
at every thing in Religion which is not ex- 
preſly in the Ten Commandments. And pray, 
from what plain expreſs Scripture is all the 
Doctrine of that Sermon brought? why, be- 
cauſe a Phariſaical Jew, and Hypocritical too, as 
it ſeems by the Event, came to. Chriſt and 
ask*d this Queſtion, What good Thing be ſhould 
do, that be may have Eternal Life? Therefore 
Eternal Life muſt be the Only End and Mo- 
tive of Religion; and People muſt have no 
Regard for any Rites and Ceremonies, becauſe 
God, in this Text, hath not made them ne- 
ceſſary to Eternal Salvation. 
From this Doctrine, thus Eſtabliſhd, ſays my 
Lord, ſeveral Inferences of great Moment and Im- 
portance, all 1 93 Rites and Ceremonies, 
may very clearly be drawn, 1 | 1 
(Co | - That 


. 


—— 


his Lord 


JJ Aion oughe to bf, 


1 That God will Reward it in the Life to come. 


This is the ONLY View or Deſign with which e- 


ven Religjows Adtien ought to be perforne4. 


Tho? hats it is the only End, yet p.8. it is 


1 ſaid God himſelf propoſes te us another End or 
Motive of Religion, at leaft in Conjunction with 


up was about 5 make ſome Apolo- 
gy for paſſing over the Love of God and his 
Glory. No, and therefore *tis a ſelfiſh Prin- 
ciple ſtill, vix. I Our Welfare and Proſperity in 


everlafing Happineß. Now you would think 


this World, Well, let us grant this other Mo- 
tive doth not deſtroy his grand Propoſition as 


it really doth; yet what will he ſay to 1 Corin. 
10. 31. Whatſoever ye do, do all to the Glory of 
God; and to that other Text quoted by him- 
ſelf, Mat. 5.16. Let your Light ſo ſhine before 
Men, that they may ſee your good Works , and glo- 
rify your Father which i in Heaven, Is not here 
another End and Motive of our Religious A- 
ctions with a Witneſs ? And can any ching be 
ore directly contrary to theſe Texts than to 
lay it down as an eſtabliſh*d Doctrine, that a- 
y other js the Only End or Motive? 


* But, good Reader, ceaſe ow Wonder, for 
here the Matter of ſo great Moment and Impor- 
tance begins to open: The Scope and Con- 
ſequence of all js this, If Eternal Salvation be- 
the ONLY End and Motive of all Religion and 


dla Aro Marikais:=o-c>-o—p4 tP 5.26 as. 9 
ILY Religi- 
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Religious Actions, then you are not to regard 
any thing but what is Neceſſary in order to that 
Salvation; and thoſe only are to be call'd 
Religious Actions which are done in Obedi- 
ence to a Command of God. What are pro- 
perly theſe Religious Actions? f Prayer and 
Prat 3 Receiving the Holy Communion; and 
drawing nigh uiſto God in any of his Ordi- 
nances, i. e. in any that he hath expreſly com- 
manded, [but not in thoſe Forms which go 
by that Name.] Juſtice, Truth, Mercy Charity ; | 
Temperance, Patience, Mortification, Self-denyal ; | 
Theſe and ſuch like, are Commands of God; 
therefore theſe are what he will Reward in 
the Life tocome : Therefore ſince this Reward 
1s to be our Only Motive, we are Only to mind 
ſuch things as are plainly Commanded, as what 
will Only be Rewarded. But for Liturgies, 
Rites and Ceremonies, Forms of Ordination, Con- 
firmation, Conſecration of Biſhops, and of Admi- 
niſtration of the Sacraments, 8c. theſe are not 
Commanded by God, they are the Commands 
of Man alone; therefore the Obſervance of 
them is the Obſervance of Circumſtances, and 
therefore the performance of theſe can be no 
Religious Actions; nor can they further or pro- 
mote our Salvation, or the Reward of another 


World. 2 — 00 p e 
If I have Raisd my Reader's Aſtoniſnment 
inſtead of Laying of it, I muſt yet ſtill farther 
obſerve, That the great Point of Doctrine, 
and Ar and P rinciple of this whole Sermon, 15 


That 


IP (nz) 
That the ſureft Way to Eternal Salvation, is 
meanly to Eſteem and to Diſregard the Per- 
formance of any thing but what is expreſly 
commanded by God; or a Conſequence, from 
Scripture ſo plain, that it is impoſſible for you 
to evade it: Tho' it is a Principle directly des 
ſtructive of all Evangelical Holineß, and of all 
Growth in Grace, Kr Progreſs in the practice of 
Virtue and Piety; and a Doctrine moſt per- 


| nicious and fatal to the Souls of Men. Be- 


cauſe, without a conſcientious Regard to Rites 


and Ceremonies, and a Religious Obſervation 


of ſuch Things as are no where Commanded 
by any direct Precept, or immediate Conſe- 


1 quence, Men cannot rightly Diſcharge even 


thoſe things which his Lordſhip allows to be 
Commands of God, and Neceſſary to Salvation, 


and Parts of Religion; Nay, they cannot 


partake of the Adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
ments, nor can they draw nigh to God in any 
of his Ordinances, And therefore his teaching 


People to diſtinguiſh ſo nicely between what 


is the expreſs and poſitive Command of God 
himſelf in His Ordinances, and what are the 
Commands of Man tho? purſuant to a Power 

iven them by God; to raiſe in them an e- 
Neem of the One, and diſeſteem of the Other, 
that they may value the former Only, and diſre- 
gard the latter; as it proceeds upon a Princi- 


I ple in it ſelf not True, ſo is it Dangerow and 


Deſtrutive of all Religion and Virtue. And 
therefore conſidering that fixed Averſion and. 
Hatred all the Diſſeniers already bear to Ty 
* on : whole 


645 | 
whole Eſtabliſhment; And that Coolneſs and 
Indifference towards it, which hath infected 


Multitudes of thoſe who yet live in outward J' 
Communion with no other Church, (a fort J 


of Apoſtacy, no way to be accapnted for up- 
on the Principles of any Religion, True or Falſe) | 


his Lordſhip ſhouꝰd have beſtow?d his Pains and 
Labour the{quite contrary way. Namely, to 


raiſe in People, a good Opinion of our Litur- 
, Rites and Ceremonies ;. to ſhew 'em the Uſe- 
Pinch and Excellency of them in order to E- 
dification, and the diſcharge of all Chi ian 
Duties; and the indiſpenſible Obligation lyes 
on Men to the Obſervance of them, as being 
the Mediate Commands of God, and not to 
be Diſregarded, becauſe they are not his Di- 
ret, Expreſ6 and Immediate Commands. T 
His Lordſhip could not, in all the Bible, 
have found a Paſſage more directly oppoſite | 
to this prev Principle of his; and to the con- 
Kane | 3 he makes of that Text, 
VWhere there is no Law, there is no Trapſgreſſion, 
than this from whence he took his Text, For 
aſter Chriſt had anſwered the young Man as 


to thoſe Points which were Neceſſary to Sal- 


vation, namely, the expref Cammands of Go, 
himſelf, ſuch as my Lord calls Parts of ed ; 
n: And that the Man juſtify'd himſelf by 
aying , that AI theſe he had kept from his youth 
, . e. All Cammanded Points, and Neceſſary | 
to Salvation; He then bids him Go and Sell af © 
he bad, and give to the Poor. i. e. to do what 
here was no expeoſs;Command for in N 
0 


(15) 


of God; and moreover Chriſt told him, that 
this was to be performed in order to Perfe 

in Religion. If the young Man had karn'd 
the Doctrine of this Sermon, wou'd he not 
have ask'd immediately, How was that any 
Command of God? and have reply*d upon our 
Saviour, that Where there war m Law; vheys 
was noTranſgreſſion? 'Tho? this was no direct 
Command in the Law of God, yet Cbriſt ob- 


ction 


ſerves how difficult it was for that Man to en- 


ter into the Kingdom of Heaven who declinꝰd 
obſerving it. And I may with great Truth 
{ make the ſame Application of this to Rites and 
5 Ceremonies, Forms of Prayer and Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Sacraments, namely, 
is for any Man to attain Eternal Salvation; who 


How Hard it 


is once brought to a Mean Opinion and Contempt 


of them? and who hath laid it down for a Prin- 
Ciple, that he will have but little Regard to 
any Performance, but what is Expreſly and Di- 


rely Commanded by God. bay 

II his Lordſhip ſays here, that he did not 
deſign all this, J am very glad of it, and 
ſhall readily attribute it all to Miſtake and 


Inadvertency. But then it ought to be con- 


fider*d, that this is no other than taking the 


Fault off from himſelf, and laying it upon 
che Sermon, which is all along calculated for 


this alone, and can deſign nothing elſe; every 
Thing hitherto leads to it; and what is thus 
far inſinuated, is only a Foundation for what 
is aſſerted more openly, and with leſs Reſerve 
in the three following Inference... 
: Bis II. The 
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Truly Religion, 4. e. what God Commands, | 


616) g 


II. The ſecond Inference carries the Point 


| one Degree farther. When any one attempts ts. i 

ing another over to the * of the true Re- 
ligion, it ought to be with this , and NO OTHER 
Deſign, namely, That he may promote and put fors. | 


bring 


ward the Salvation of his Neighbour. 


Leave out the Words 0 OTHER Deſign, | 
which make this likewiſe a downright Erro- 


neous Propoſition (becauſe the Salvation of 


our Own Souls, as. well as the Love of God 


and his Glory, may come in for a very. good 


Deſign or Motive in the Converſion of a Per- 
ſon from a Falſe Religion to the True one) and 


you would wonder there ſhou'd be ſuch a 
chain of Conſequences to, infer what no Bo- 
dy ever yet deny'd, viz. That a Man ought to 


Deſign his Neigbbour's Salvation, when he endea- | 
ours bis Converſion ; but this would no way an- 


ſwer the main ſcope of. the Sermon, it muſt 


be Only with this Deſign, and with No other 
Deſign, and with this Deſign Alone ; and when- | 
ever he attempts it. The conſtant repetition 
of thoſe reſtrictive Terms thro? the whole Di- 


ſcourſe, is to diſtinguiſh the Commands of 


God Himſelf, which only is True Religion, | 


from every thing elſe, which hath in Truth but 
a falſe Colour and Appearance of it. 


_ His Lordſhip hath already, under the Loft 
Inference, plainly deſcribed what he means 


by True Religion in this, He means what is 


\ 
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fand not Man; Theſe are Prajer and Praiſe; 


ds 
arid | 


\ 


| jmmediately. following this | 
y the Ways that many 4255 token to make Converts 


, 
4 3 
- 


3 Fuſtice, Truth, Temperance, Patience, &c. And 
by a Religious Action he means every Thing 
- Fthat is done in Obedience to any Command 
I that is plainly God's. Therefore, as you are 
Ito endeavour the Converting a Man only to 
I what is Truly Religion, ſo you ought to do it 
- Iwith no other Deſign but the Salvation of your 
Neighbour's Soul; that is, you are to Con- 
vert him to ſuch Points alone as are neceſſa- 
ry in order to it, and can only entitle him to 
the Reward of another World, Praiſe, Fuſtice, 


Temperance, 8c. and if you do not Convert him 


I to theſe, and theſe alone; but do likewiſe la- 


bour to Convert him to meer Circumſtances, 
(ſtay: good Reader, till we come to the next 
Inference, and then you will underſtand what 


ſort of Trifles thoſe are) then you meet with 
the ſevere Imputation of 7 
J neſs and Hypocriſy, and with the Name of an 
3 Hard-hearted Phariſee, &c. | 


bominable Wicked- 


If his Lordſhip will but make this One, Only 


JI Conceflion, namely, That our Eftabliſh'd 


Religion is the true Religion; and that tis to 
this Religion we are to make Converts, tis 
paſt denying who thoſe Hard-hearted Phariſees 


and Abominable Hypocrites are, who make their. 
IConverts Twofold more the Child of Hell than 
Irbemſelves, Mat. 23. 15. and if this, ſeems any 
 Finjurigus ſtreining of his Lordſhip's Senſe 


then take the Sentence 


and - Meaning, 
Quotation. And 


[£2 


(18) 
| og true Religion] or rather Hypocrites, © it 
tems to be too too Ewident, that their Deſign bath q x 
been more to advance and ſtrengthen a PARTY J's 
in this World, than to ſave the Souls of Men in 
the next. 146 | SHIT eb © 

If one of the Ways of making Converts to 
the true Religion, or rather Hypocrites, le- h 
velled at here be the Sacramental Teſt, as I v 
fear it is, which hath been the Occaſion of 7 fo 
bringing many of the Separatiſts into actu- te 
al Commuinion , againſt their Judgment I th 
and their Conſcientes with that Church, bl 
which they renounce and abtor; then indeed b. 
it cannot be denyed, but that theſe ſort of I w 
Sonverts are Phariſairal und Abüminable Hypo- 
ecrites. But how is this chargeable upon the 
Party who promoted and obtained that 
Clatiſe, and Are ſtill fer contimwing of ic? far 
Did they foreſee there ch ber Tuck Mon- f fo: 
ers in Ohriſtianity, as in Effect, to re- I be 
nounce their own Religion at every Tun m. 
fur. att Iaployttiefic'6ffered, and become a- 

ctual viſible Members of another, which they 
themſelves daily brand as Popiſh and Iolatronds? - 
And-that'too, more eſpecially on account of m 
the Manner of Adminiſtring that very Sacra u 
rent in ieh they bceafionally Communicate. ki 
When Experience fhew'tt that the Heart of JR 
Man Was capable of ſuch profound Hypo- YA 
cry; che plain and obvious way for pre- 2. 
vetiting of it was put in Practice, namely, ur 
that of che Sehn Ad, the Deſign of which er 
was to make Men true and fincere Converts, I 
* "IF 5 ; 1 Or | 2 
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or no Converts at all; and if there is any 
room ſtill left for Evaſion, and for making 
any more ſuch Hypocrites, I leave to the 
World to judge at whole Door the Fault is 


As to the other Ways that many of rhe Party 


I here meant, have taken to make their 


I verts to the true Religion Hypocrites, and to- 


Word Party, that Things may appear as they 


fold more the Children of Hell than themſelwet; or 
to ſpeak plainly; as to the Methods ufed by 

chem for converting of Separatifts to the eſta- 
; F bliſhed Church, for this is the Point; it muſt 


be confeſſed there is another fort of People 


who ule different, very different Ways for that 
- I Purpoſe. I ſhall give a few Inſtances on each 


ſide; but ſhall take Leave to throw out that 


are in themſelves; and that unprejudiced Per- 


ſons may judge impartially who they are that 


ez | beſt deſerve thoſe ſevere Imputations, and are 


moſt liable hs chat grit vom and heauy Charge, 


They who wow'd| They who are for 


make Converts to the continuing thoſegoad 
true Religion by ta-|Laws; well knowing: 


king off the Teſt, or from ſure Experience, 


IRepealing the Schiſm that whenever any 


prepaſteraully OM of the Sectaries 


vun of the Church, come to have an equal 
under 2a - Notion of Share in che State with 
HKrengibning the Ste: |cheChchgherceanbo 
| This by \Degtecs che Ius Quict or Safery or 
A x it; 
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Separatiſts may come 
to eſtabliſi what They 
think the true Religi- 
on and as they did be- 
fore, uſe many Hard- 
hearted ways of making 
us Converts unto them. 


They who have e- 
ver obſtructed all LE. 
GAL SECURITIES which 

have been promoted 
for our primitive and 

holy Conſtitution. ; 
and under the Name 
and Notion of TOLE- 
RATION and Regard to 
tender Conſciences , 
never fail to run in 
with all Meaſures for 
the Support and En- 
couragement of Schiſ- 
maticks and Hereticks. 
And, who under the 
Diſguiſe of a meek 
and peaceable Spirit, 
keep up an endleſs 
Debate and perpetu- 


it: And that 


They who, t 
they are for allowing 
to all our Separatiſts 
free and unmoleſted 


Liberty for the Exers. | 


ciſe of their own falſe 
Religions, yet wou'd 


gladly procure ſuch 
Laws as ſhou'd put ir 


out of their Power to 
threaten the true one 


with Danger and Ru- 
in at every Juncture 
upon 
them with a favoura- 
ble Aſpect; and when- 
ever the bright ſide of 
the Cloud is towards 
them. And who ever- 
ſince the Reformation 


which ſhines 


al STRUGGLE of the have been labouring 


Sectaries with the E- for ſuch a Security as 
ſtabliſned Church, to this for the Church, 
get the upper hand: but have been always 
Who will neyer ſuffer | defeated. by the reflef, | 


| vio- 


muſt be deſtroy'd, 
whenever the united 
Power of them ALL. 
together becomes ſu- 
perior to it. 


tho“ 


mn. tt aa; A 


| this 
| Care and Labour of 


I Safety and Innocence, 
in the midſt of Guilt 
and Danger. Who e- 
ven rebuke ſuch as 


deadly Sin of Schi/m, 
lay open the horrid Na- 
ture of it, and do but 
offer to make any Ap- 
plication to thoſe, who 
fare ſo notoriouſiy guilty 
of it, that nothing can! 


Contention to 
ceaſe, but make it the 


their Lives to tranſmit 
it down to Poſterity. 


They who wk 
Convert Schiſmaticks 
by ſoothing them in a 
fond Opinion of their 


preach againſt the 


(ar) 
| violent, furious Oppo- 


ſition of your Quiet, 
Moderate, Meek-ſpirited 
Men; ſuch as abound 
in Love and Charity 
for other Communi- 
ons, but have no Mer- 
Cy on their own: and 
in the midſt of all 


that yearning of their 


Bowels over the Se- 
ctaries, ſeem to want 
the natural Affection 
of legitimate Chil- 
dren towards their 


on Mother Church. 


They who look up- 
on all this conniving, 
ſoffening,' palliat ing, 
ſoothing, flattering, 
c. to be the greateſt 
Cruelty to the Souls of 
ſuch as they would 
convert; as well as 
Matter of great Offence 
and Scandal to all who 
are already converted. 
Who think theſe Me- 
thods of Converſion 
have more of the Wiſ- 
dom of the Serpent in 


them, than of the In- 
mocence 


| (23) 
excuſs them but in- nocence of the Deve; 
vincible Ignorance. and therefore goa plai- 
They who are for con- ner Way to: work. | 
niving at this barefa- Namely, by taking all 
ced Violation of all | Opportunities of con- 
the Precepts of the vincing Men of the 
Goſpel for Peace and [heinous Nature of the 
Unity; for ſoſtening Sin they wou'd con- 
all the erroneous Opi- vert them from. By 
nions of Separatiſts, lamenting and bewai- 
and paſſing over'injling the deplorable 
filence all their illegal} Condition of all our 

Practices. Whoſe con- Separatiſts, whoſe caſe 
Kant Cry is, I # not in ſhort is this; They 
ſeaſonable; to do it now have cut themſelves of 
is to play @ monſtrous from a pure and un- 
Part; as if Schiſm were a| tainted Part ofthe Ca- 
Crime to be whiſper®d tholick Church, and 
only, and exempt from] are not become Meme 
chat Precept Cry aloud; bers of any other Part; | 
and Lift up thy Voice They have renounced 
like a Trumpet. And in] Communion with us, 
fhort they who are ſo] and are not themſelves 
tender hearted that] owned by any other 
they cannot touch the] reformed Chureh in 
Sore for fear of ma-jthe World. ä 
king Men complain; | 
and therefore are for 
and deceitfully skin- 
ning over a feſtering 
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They who would 
make Converts to the 
7 Eſtabliſhed Religion, 
by leflening of it in 
7 the Opinion of the 


World; and under 2 
Notion of magnifying 
the Commands of God 
himſelf, as what is on- 


ly and alone neceſſar) 


to Salvation, repre- 
fenting its Articles, 
Kites and Ceremonies 
as unneceſſary, trifling 
and contemprible; 1 | 
changeable at Plea⸗ 


ſure, and of no Regard 


br Conſequence z thus 


J reviving that old Cla- 


mour againft the 
Church; Scripture Com- 


Cod. Thi Word of the 
Lord. T 2 &.. 33K 


5 


„ 4 


ſequences of all ſuch 


N 

They who well know 
all things ofthis nature 
to be no other than 
giving up our whole 
Eſtabliſhment,and be- 


traying the beſt con- 
ſtituted Church in the 


World into the Hands 
ef its Enemies; and 


therefore warn allPeo= 
ple 'of the Iniquity 
and miſchievous Con- 


prepoſterous Conceſ- 
ſions, as the very things 
which hinder the Cons» 
vetſion bf Schiſmatic ls. 
And therefore do on 
the contrary labour 
(without any mixture 
of ſecret Reſerves in 
what e . and 
write) to ſnew the pri 
mitive Excelleticy of 


our Qhurch, the Puri 

ty of its Doctrines, 
- [and the indiſpenſible 
obligation Which lyes 


on them to com̃ply 


- [with its Liturgy, Rites 


and Cefemonies, in 
order to the Salvation 
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They Who are 
might and main pre- 
paring the Way for 
what goes under the 
ſpecious Name of a 
COMPREHENSION, 
But is in Truth, like 
to prove no other than 
opening a Gap wide 
for all Hereticks, Sc hiſ- 
maticks and - Infidels to 
enter.into the Pale of 
the Church ; not as 
Converts, "but. as 


ligious 


of their Souls; and 
how that by the Com- 


mands of God himſelf 


they are bound to a re- 
Obſerva nce o“ 


them. 
They who 3 
henſion as ſhall receive 


Church all our Sepa- 
ratiſts who are willing 


to enter in by the 


Door, leaving only 
their Schiſmatical or 
Heretical Principles 


no more than a 
Judgment, and a fins 


Thieves and Robbers. 


Such aComprehenſion 
as ſhall break down all 


its Hedges, bring its 


Incloſures level with 
the Ground, that it 
may be laid out for a 
COMMON to be grazed 
indifferently by Sheep 
or Goats. And ac- 
much Ze do talk with 
much Zeal and Gravi- 


cere and tender Con- 
ſcience. They who 


are zealous for; ſuch | 


a Comprehenſion as 


ſhould admit of graft- 


ing all our Diſſenters 


into that goodly VINE 
on 
right Hand hath plan- 
ted in theſe Kingdoms; 
tho it were with lop- 


which God's 


ping off ſuch Bows as 


wer | 


ly for fſuch a Compre- | 


into the FOLD of the 


behind them; and 
bringing in withthem | 


eren 


Fitutian, and Kreeting 


in the place of ite. 


{ deed take « 
Jof rn from thoſe 


(25 


of Compreherding ; 
Gols who they know, 


g by fad Experience, will | $ 
never be Conmre 
ded upon any other | Bags 

Terms than totally-Q- 


chores as 


verturning the good 
Structurt af ehr Con- 


a Babel of their own O 


*.* 0 *v 
; ti #9 ' 


| | Contrarities ; 
>:  -{]Eontriving an Pideous 

I Compoſition ofa Con- 
* [ſtitution, made up 


5 51 7 25 
3 


ba le 5555 

— and yt 1 
Root and Branqh. And 
accordingly, are not 
Jor Reconciling quite 

ppoſite Opinions in 
Religion; blending of 
and for 


monſtrous Contradi- 


| #ions and Iuconſi __ 


| cze3; 


and ſuch like Methods 
do give-up the Cauſe 
of che Church, and 


—— to be 


che wrong; and in- 


che Guilt 


—. and lay 
pportable pe 


| | upon their own Hard- 
| apo 


I fication; whictiſo.ceu- 
| ly and aqufelelly 8 


naughty Con- 


They who" being 
chroughly ſenſible, that 
the horrid Guilt of 
Schiſnt, with all its 
diſmal Train of Con- 
ſequences to Church 
and State is, in the 


Sight of God, ſurely 


chargeable. 1 
on thoſe who's 
or 

— 
necuſſary . do theres 


fre ce at Dur 


cludes ſuch tender 
Conſciences as cannot 
comply with thoſe 
Rites and Ceremonies, 
which are but meer 
Circumſtances, and no 
Part of Religion. 


Door, where it ought 
to lye; and where it 
will be found at the 
laſt Day. Who ap- 
peal to God and the 
World, whether the 
Church requires any | 
ſinful Term of Com- 


- -. [munion? Whether ſhe 
- [hath not Power to de- 


how” 


cree Rites and Ceremo- | 


3 nies ? And whether ſhe 


hath not Authority in 
Controverſies of Faith? 


And who by this 
[| Means avoid giving 


juſt Offence and Scan- | 


Ii dal to the Members of 


-are all of a ſudden full 
of Commendations of 
the." FOREIGN Refor- 
med Churches, ſound⸗ 


their own Communi- 
on; but awaken the 


5 Conſciences of ſuch as 
[renounce it: So that 
_ | Converts may be made 


not by going over to 


them, but by bringing 
them over to us. 
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They who knowing 
that of the Foreign 
Churches to be at firſt | 
a Caſe of unavoidable 
Neceſſity; and that they 


ing out their Praiſes; 


* N 5 » 
ABI A 
Yu 


are {till-under the Po 


We * 
1 


— 


| 1 warmly ar 


them to be as /a 


our OWN. - 


Way to Salvation, and 
as Pure and Perfe as 


(27) 


E A 


ing er of Prejudice and Pre- 


poſſon: do therefore 
hope that God will ra- 
tity and confirm all 
thoſe Religious Acts 
of theirs, which are 
done in an Extraordina- 


in Way, till in the 


Courſe of his Provi- 
dence that Neceſſity 


and Prejudice are remo- 


I ved; and that the are 


- 
11 


2 


brought to a Sight of 
that fundamental Er- 
ror they are in, viz. 


the want of EPISco. 


PAC. And accor- 
dingly make it their 
Buſineſs and Aim, not 


to continue Men in 


that Ignorance, and 
keep them ſtill blind- 


fold; but rather to o- 


pen their Eyes that 


they may diſcern their 


want of that ſtrict Prin- 


ſciple of UNITY with 
the Catbolick Church; 
and of that SANO 


which is expreſly pro- 
miſed only to thoſe | 


Ordinances, which are 
per 


gular 


my 
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| bd kt buche 
Law of the Land for 
the lutire Adrquute Rule 
of Obedience to Gb- 
vernors ; and accor- 
dingly upon ſome 
View or or,” never 
fall to Preach and Pro- 

br Roa Doctrin 

efefrance in eve 
eign Andi nd. 
Wholly to them- 
Tetves, that they are fil- 
oy, with Refentment if 
of the other fide 


- [gular, and Ordinery Way 


of Gods Diſpenſat- 


'ONs. 


Principle, and arenot 
the leſs ſo when they 


are not ſuch .as = 
King delighteth to 
Honour. Who are the 
conſtant Maintainers 


Doctrine of Obedience 
ſpecially to Kings and 


cl but pretend to 
* in ANF e, 


ö 


1101 ys 4 


Queens. Inſomuch that 
they would not ſave 
their Liberty, or Proper- 


Iy, or Lives, nay, nor 
the Eſtabliſhment of | 
© {the beſt Religion in 


the World by Methods 


been, found the con- 


ſtant Stay, and laſt | 


- 
> 7 ph 


They who beſides 
the Law of the Land 
take in the Law of 
God for their Rule; 
and accordingly are | 
loyal upon a Scripture 


of that truly Goſpel 


to Governors, and e- 


of Sedition or Diſloy- 

Jalty. And therefore 
I have, in all times of 
"_ Tryal and Exigence, 


= AA AY 


1 - 153A ke c PA, . © . .. 


J Youth intirely out of 


are in holy Orders. 


land much more than! 
I can deſcribe, for the 
Pupport and Counte- 


(29) 
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They who would 


invite Converts over 
from Diſſenters by revi- 
ling and oppreſſing 
their own Clergy, and 
treating them with 
manifold Indignities. 


Who are for running 
down all Univerſity 
Education, and taking 
the Management of 


the Hands of all who 


REFUGE of Aeonars 
chy and Epiſcapucy, 


They who Reve- 
rence -- and Support 
their Clergy, as Per: 
ſons at whofe Hands 
they receive the bleſ- 
fed Sacraments; and 
upon whom they have 
their whole Depen / 
dance for partaking of 
Divine Ordinances, 
and all the bleſſed 
Means of Salvation. 
Who know the great 
Value and Conſe - 
quence of thoſe Fon. 
darivns of Learning, 
which preſerve us 
from a general Igno« 
rance and Bathariſm ; 
and to which are ow- 


ing all the Politeneſs, 


They who do all this, 


ange of Sebiſm and 


and Refinements 


the Age. N 5 


They who look ups 

Nature in the midſt 
of Conſtum, Zealows, 'Sos 
lems Proſeſſiois of 


15:17 * 


'&rext- Regard an 
* Kind- 


> 
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ever leave Room for 


nion they have choſe 
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They under whom all 
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by any profeſſed and 
open Declaration in 


their Principles; but 


by many indirect and.| 
plauſible Ways, which! 


tho? ſeen by all, yetdo 


Evaſion, and a Turn. 


pinion. - But however 


this grand Deſign is 


purſued andcarried on 


by all that Variety of 


Artifice, which runs 
thro? the whole Con- 
verſation of thoſe de- 
luded Perſons, who 
affect rather the Cha- 
racter of Temper and 
Moderation towards Diſ- 
ſenters; than of Truth 
and Fidelity, and an 
upright unbyaſs'd Zeal 
towards that Commus- 


to live and dye in. 
I might add to this, 


„ 


FF, 


towards ſomething | 
that is good; and at 
worſt is reſolved at] 
laſt into Exceſs of Cha- 
rity, or Miſtake in O- 


_— 
* 


Kindneſs for the 


| Church, to be no other 
Favour of them, or than betraying it with 


a Kiſs. 
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the 


ther * 
with 


Badge and 


Jas were cuſtomary a- 


ſuch 


Ithe Enemies of Reveal'd 


Fcareſſed and flatter d 
Aby Deiſte, and Socinians, 
Freetbinkers, and all 


I glory in a profane and 


J upon their Souls. 
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Religion take Shelter; 
and who are courted, 


Ranks of Infidels. Who 


irreligious Health, as 
their diſtin V eee 

aracter; 
and 00 ſuch Honours to 
the Statues of the Dead, 


the Heathen in 
wo 


ping their de- 


) 

ſuch Mens Indignati- 
on and Fury; and are 
left to' ſuſtain the 
Storm alone, whene- 
ver the joint and uni- 
ted Force of Schiſm 
and Infidelity attempts 
to enter at thoſe Brea- 
ches in- our Conſtitu- 
tion, which are made 
by Men of a Levelling, 
Compounding , Extend- 
ing, 0 Ge- 
nious. 8 


9 


parted. Heroes. Who 
upon Occaſion can eaſily 


7 * 


miſtake UNSOUNpE 


PRINCIPLES OF 


REVOLUTION, for | 
SOUND REFOLUFEGN of 
PRINCIPLES. Who 
mingle Damnation with | 
I their ' Liquor, and | 
. Icrown their Cups with 

J Confuſion. Who breath 
out Revenge, and 
Kuin, and Deſtru-} 
Ick ion, and in the Face 
= of God and Man, 
do ſolemnly bind ? em 


* 


yu 
| 
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ſputes in Defence of Religion, 


: (5325): 


That Word Par bv, aud the "TOs 2 
5 om upon it; and partionlarly that oſ their 
making their Converts 7. wofold more the Child 
of Hell than therſelues, drew me into this Di- 
greſſion. And now fince it is paſt denying that 
Ove, or the Orher of theſe two Sorts of People art 


there branded with that Name and Chara- © 


cer: If it ſhould chance to. be theſe on the | 
Right Hand, have they not Reaſon to cam+ 
gin of of fuch Treatment? eſpecially from 2 

of Learning and Charadfer ; 1 
hath: this rentrkatite Saying,” * Whoſorver Di. 
ir Hu to do it with 
all the Calmmeſs and Gentlensf thai poſpᷣbiy he can. © 
S 21 wy and Anger, Heat ant —_ do c 
monly raiſe Mens Paſſes, and | obftrudt 
their Reaſon, ſo as to make — much  tapuable 
tban otherwiſe they wou Erzi ** 4 clear aud Lali 
Convittion, &c. 

What do you imagine i is at the bottom of 
all this Indignation? and Why do they make 
their Converts twofold more the Child of Hell 
than themſelves? Becauſe, like the Phiviſeer, | 


they Convert Diſſenten only to Ci ̊f,U].ñ 


1 * 


and lay too great a ſtreſs upon. meer'Rites and 
Ceremonies; Which are no Parts of Religion, 
nor Any way neceſſary to Salvation. This in- 
deed were a juſt Cenſ 175 "and woe unto ar Nl 
riſees, Hypocrites if we emitted the wei 
Matters of the Law, Judgment; Mercy and 
Faith : . 2 we — our 2 Ore 7 our 


aa do. LM FY 


- 3 


| (33) 

+ Paviour did, that Theſe they ought:to: do, and not 
o Leave the other undone: And what thall we ſayr 
1 j Mothoſe; who induſtriouſly by many ways, in- 
inuate that Men may leave the latter undone? 
So then the direct Application of all this 
Jong Encomium upon Calmneſ and Gemlene 
$5; that out Liturgy; Rites and Ceremenies Ought- 
to be very cboly and bareleſly Defended; and 
Tnat albthe Zeal with which, as Hooker ſays,* | 
h ind Perron Men haus defended thei is Bha- 
viſaital anid Hypocrirical. But ſure it s Good ta 
be Lealouſiy Affected, always in a good Thing, Gal. 
4. 18. and if the Liturgy, Rites and Ceremonies 
of our Church are good Things, then thoſe Ver- 
* Trbous and Holy Men were not to blame in 
hat Zeal and Warmth with which they have 

defended them, and in rebuking out Modern 
Phariſees, i. e. Separatiſtt with Sharpneß, for their 
W [obſtinare- and Schiſmatſcal rejecting the Ob- 
x: of lſervstion of them. And, Ipray God his Lord - 
ſnip may in Time conſider, how different a 

Heu Spirit zoſe Holy Men were of, frem that 
188 Which moved him in the cloſe of this Head, 
to put our Churehi and Sectaries all upoſi the 
ſame Level; ſolemnly lamenting that the Chri- 
ian Church came to be ſo rent and divided in- 
SSE and Parties, würlwut the Teaft:Intima- 
ion in favenr: of dur owns And, alas! for 
he Chitin Cbureb (ours being one of theſe. 
Seas and Parties into whichat is divided) there 
very lictle Hope (wirbt the Extraordinary. 
bal u Mavey: Gadd int e fits wer 
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being again reſtor*dro'that Unicn which it ſo - | 
happily enjoy'd in the firſt Propagation. of - | 
Chꝛiſtianity. . Hard-hearted and hypocritical 
Phariſees:a% men are] Why da they ſhew ſo. 


much Sbarpneſ and Anger, Heat and Violence for 


meer Cirbumſances Why: will they inſiſt fo i- 
goroufly upon Trißes; and will not part with 
them in order ta a Comprebenfion of all thoſe o- 
ther Sects and Parties of the Chrifign Church, : 


who are by that means excluded ;.cho? they 
have all the Parts of Religion as well as we, 
and are now willing to be comprehended, and 
make one Fold under one Shepherd? 


III. The Third Inference is, That: nothing. 


ought! te be reteiv d at's PART of Religion, but 
whats NECESSARY: tviSabwntion. +, & in his 
Lordſhipꝰs qwp Words, p. 16. whatis AH. 
Iy Necoſſarx, Perpetual,” Lachangtable; Aud here 


p. LZ. Ewery Thing hjob tbe La of GH M. 


SELF; and not Man, [Requires Any Thing 
which is not contain d in the plain Lay, ef 
God hieaſelf, and not ind iſpenſſbly neceſſary 


to Salvation, is but a Cie and no Pers 


| 
cee f 1 % 
1914417214 5 * 4 * „ 33 * w# & * 
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No my-Reader::thinksthat his Lori ſt i 
hach diftinguiſWd all Religion into . Is and 


CIRCUMSTANCE8: No ſuch thiag; this: | 
were a 'Conceflion-wou'dt Ruin His Whole 


Scheme; and vet I łο. von are-DOW vn. 
Ering what elfe he can pollivly.gean { Why, 
he means that there are nõ CHõοε at all 


in 
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In Religion it ſtf ; or that there is uo Religen 
4 in Cirtumſtuncel: They are Things in 2 
of Religion; or About Religion; or Belongin 
co Religion; but have Nothing in them of Re- 
ligion; and in ſhort, you may make any Thing 
in the World of them but a Part of Religion, 
Had his Lordſhip deſigh'd no mote chan to 
teach Peopleto make a difference between the 
Eſſential or Fundamental Parts, and the Cirrum- 
Fantial Parts of Religion, and apply*d it right, 
it might have paſsd as having ſome Mean- 
ing in it: Tho* even this is the old Purita i- 
cal Diſtinction levell'd at all our Rites ard 
Ceremonies; * and at the Po, of Ghtiſtian 
no Liber of the Church to appoint them, and 
19 require: Obedience to them. Only they Wor- 
„ ded it wich mote Softnefs' and | Modeſty; 
namely, Matters of Subſtance,” arid Matters of 
„ Circumſtance; granting they were all Pu of | 
. Religion, and diſpaking enz wberher che 
ng Churches appointing othet than What 
* are already in the Goſpel was not making 
N choſe things Parts of Religion, which were no 
TY | Parts, and fo Adding tothe Laws of FuſucChrift. 
P*: | Accordingly their conftayt Cant was, They 
Jl are Devices of ihe Brain of Man; Go Jeatherh 
them not; away with then rherefote ont - 
I 
„ung, and give ut the San ; ea 
1 Feder the evil Aſpect, and dangerous Ten · 
dency of this way of fpeakitig, you already 
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ſee how affectedly Trifling and Groundlef: 


but Cirtumſtunces, tho? dictated by the Spirit 
of God. Again on the other Hand, not only 
the Matter but the Form of the Apoſtles Crged 
is a Part of Religion, tho? not in the Bible, 
and ever eltern lo and the Qbſeryation be 
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e 
che Lord's Day is undeniably a Part of Rell 
gion, tho of Man's Appointment; nay, tho 
the Obſervance of another Day of 'the Week 
is one of the Ten Commandments. So that 
whether we ſpeak of the Laws of God, or the 
Laws of Man, with Relation to the Church, 
ſome Things in them may be Matters of grea- 
ter Weight and Subſtance, and ſome of them 
of leſs Conſequence and Circumſtantial only. 
And even a Circumſtance commanded by God 
is a part of Religion, as Hooker obſerves. (Book 
3. p. 145.) If the Authority of the Maker do prove 
unchangeableneß in the Laws which God bath made 
then muſt all Laws which he hath made, be neceſ- 


' Jarily for ever permanent, tho" they be Uut-of Cite 


cumſtance only, and not of Subſtance.” ' So far was 
that great Man from allowing the Diſtincti- 
on in his Lordſhip's Senſe. lh 

Thus it is with the Laws of the Church en- 
joyning Rites and Ceremonies ; ſome relate 


to meer Circumſtances, as the Ring, and joyn- 


ing of Hands in Marriage; the Hour of pu- 
blick Prayer; the Place where a Church ſhowd 
be Built z the Uſe. of the Surplice; and ſuch 
like. Others to Matters of greater VWeigbt and 
Conſequence, as the Building of Churches for 
the Worſhip of God; The Form of publick 
Worſhip to be perfotmed in them; The Form 
and Manner of Adminiſtring the Sacraments, 
and Confirmation, Conſecration of Biſhops, 
Dd 5152. omtbdio I id c noi 
Now, whether they ate of one kind 
eee « THANE BY: een ee 
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the Univerſal Church, or of a National, they, | 


as they have always been eſteemed, are with 


great Truch and Propriety of Speech. call'd 
| Narr of Religion, will appear from theſe Rea» | 


. 


1. Hrſt, Becauſe Rites. and Cereminies art 


neceſſary to Religion; it cannot ſubſiſt with- 
out them, or have any viſible Being in the 
World. There could be no Worſhip of God 
at all, without ſome Form of Prayer, either 
Premeditated or Extempore. There could be no 
Adminiſtration of the Word and Sacraments 
without ſome particular Mode and Manner of 
Performing them; nor could there be any Or- 


der or Regularity in any Religious Perfor- 


mance without ſome Rule for it: And for this 
very Reaſon Dr. Hammond ſays, © The Govern» 
ment of the Church is a conſiderable PART of Re- 
ligion, becauſe it it as neceſſary to the Being and Pre- 
feroation of a Church, as preaching was to the fir ft 
Propog ation and planting, of the Goſpel; and adds, 
That it #on'd be no leſ then' Fury for: any to hope 
for the Duration of aCharch or wifible Society of Chris 
Giant, without this grand Neceſſary. And ſo + St. 
Auſtine affirms, Nullam Religionem nequt veram, 
neque falſam, fine Ceremonis poſſe Conſifterr. And 
therefore what is fo Neceſſary to the very Be- 
ing and Diſcharge of Religion, doth very pro- 
perly come under the Notion of a Pari of it. 
So that the ſtrict and narrow Notion uf à Part 
of Religion, in his Lordſhip's Senſe of it, 
kolds only wich reſpect to the be C huch, 
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t 
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| tri&ly call'dChriRt's Apical Badp; but ia intire- 
Iy Groundleſs withreſpe to the ibis urch, 
which owes: even its Viſihility and Being, as 


fuch, to Rites and Ceremonies. And there- 
fore all the Uſes and Inſerences which are 
made of that Diſtinction of Pars and Circum- 
ſtances, ſtill I ſay, in Le enſe of 
it, fram the former to the latter, are of moſt 
pernielons - Conſequence, tending co under- 
mine all Religion; geſtructive of all true Pie- 
ty j and fitted to obſtsuct ai groweh in Gr 
and Advancement of all Virtue and Goodneſs 
in he World. It leads direRly to that fatal 
by a deteſtable Affectatian of ſeparating all 
Citcumſtances from Religion, and ſticking 
to what they cOHC eie ta he ſtrictiy the Partt 
of it, have in truth no Religion at all left, 
And therefore the Opinions and Sanſequen- 
ces directly flowing from this Diſtinction, all 
Chriſtiens gught to be aware of, who. have 
any Regard lefg 0 rhein Bternal Salvation. 
2, Becauſe Chriſt, wha knew. that Rites 
and Ceremanics mult neceſſarily make wp. a 
great Part of Religion for the ſupport, of a vi- 
hble thn > wi a delegated Power for the ap- 
pointing of them with his Apoſtles and their 
Suecefiars ;, call'd therefere in Scripture. lum 
baſſadors, Querleers, ' Rulers, Accordingly St. 
Pan X C. J. 8. made ' Ordinances in the 
Churches, abet Things in their wn Nature 
indifferent. Titer was t9 Se in erden the 
Things high ꝛuers wunting in Crate, Tit. 2. J. 


not 


(409 
not Things plainly commanded in Scriptlirej | 


for then there was tio Need for this Precept; 
nor indeed of any other general Rule for the 


Exerciſe of their Power. But general Rules 
aͤre giren them for their Direction in all their 
a Orditiances; namely, That all Thing OG: 
| "be done-to Edificationy 1 Cor. 1.4. 26 to: Decens. 
cy and Order, 40. and to the Glory 2 And 
Obedience and Submiſſion to thefe Rulers of 
the Church is ſtrictly requir®d. 1115 for the 
Adminiſtration of this Power more alben 
that the more immediate Preſence and A 


ſtance of the Holy Spirit is promisꝰ d. Where 


tivo br three ure | gathered together in mn Name, 
there am I in the midit of them, Mat. 18. 20. 
And again, Lo Iam with you even to the End of 
the World. For which Reaſon the firſt Ordi- 
nance made by the Church, A&s x5; 281 runs 
in kllis fryle. It ſeemed G50 to the Ty Gb 
and to 75; thereby aſſerting the Divine Au- 
thority of their Decrees, as being "from! the 
Holy Ghoſt, tho? made by Mann. 

And now can an) Conſequence Selmare 
Natural from hence, than that the'D3twtgie:; 
Rites and Cerenionies, &c. of the Church, wich 
are founded upon Scriptufe, and have the 
Holy Ghoſt for theit Author; are Parts of 
Religion? Is there not a Religious and Con- 
ſciemtious Obedience and Submiſſtion ts be 
paid to them? And is it not for his very Rea- 
ſon that Sebiſin is à Sin of that enormous and 
crying Nature; becauſe oppoſing. the Power 
of the Church | in theſe Things, 19 3 


Fan) = 
God and his Laws? and defeating, as much 
as ih them lyes, all the Ends of a viſible Church 


- F of Chriſt upon Earth? Is ic not upon this very 
Principle that all the Fathers of the Church 


have ' argued againſt thoſe Schiſms; which 
have been made in it? becauſe, tho? Points of 
Diſcipline and Ceremony are in their own . 
Nature indiffereat, not expreſly comman 

by God; yet they are his Mediate Commands, 
and what is ſo, becomes a Part of Religion, as 
every Thing is which by 4 Sanction from God 
is bound upon the Conſciences of Men, tho 


by the Mediation of his Miniſters: Nor are 


they ever the leſs ſo for being Mutable , bes 
cauſe the Obedience and Submiſſion due to 
them, when appointed, is immutable. as the 


| Laws of God himſelf ; and tis only by being 


annulPd that they can return into their former 


Natural Indifferency. Accordingly St. Augu- 


ftin ſays, (Epiſtle 86.) That Where the Serip- 
ture appointeth no certainty, the Uſe of the People of 
God, or the: Ordinances of our Fathers mu#t ſerve 
for a Law. i. e. for an expreſs Law of God, 
for he judgeth the Ordinances of the Church 
to be of Apoſtolical Authority. And liear the 
Senſe of the judicious Hooker. from whom I 


'borrow'd that Quotation, (Book 3.) ſpeak- 


ing of our Obligation, even from the Laws 
of God, to obey the Ordinances of our Mother 
the Church; He ſays, Let us not ſay we keep 
the Command ments of One, when 1e break. the 
Law of-rhe Other; for unleſs we ohſerue bath we 
vbey ut ither the 1 Thus made, Col wal 5 
a 


(42) 
doth in ſuch ſort Authorize ; that to diſpiſe them, ts 
to diſpiſe, in them, Him. Again, If they baue 
God himſelf for their Author, Contempt which 6s 
offered .anto them, cannot chuſe but redound unto 
bim. And makes this Concluſion, That obey- 
ing them, is obeying. God, So little did that 
. — think of this Doctrine of Circum- 
But you will ſay all Matters of Diſcipline 
and Ceremony can be no Parts of Religion, 
becauſe a Man can be a Chriſtian without them. 
Then read the learned Hammond on that 


Point, Vol. I. p. 397. who owns a Man may. 
be a Chriſtian without them, but ſays: with- 


al, that it is no otherwiſe: True, than A. to 
ant ſome Limbs, or to abound to Momftroſity in 
others, is yet reconcilable with the Life and Being 
of a Man. And now you ſee this Diſtinction 
of Parts. and Circumſtances leads directly into 
that deſperate Opinion, which Many begin 
now to 2 very fond of, Viz. Of the Suffi- 
ciency f being a Chri ſtian at large in arder to E- 
ternal Salvation; Which hath not the leaſt 

Foundation of Truth, but in Caſes of abſoluta, 
unkvoidable Neceſſity, as Hammond obſerves, 


only where aMan is nmur d, or in a Wilders. 


neſs; and in chat Caſe he ſays, There is no doubt 
the. Uſerof the very Sacraments, inſtituted byCbriſt 
vimſelf, wou'd not be' neceſſary to Cbhriſtianity; and 
therefore no Parte of Religion in his Lords 
3 Un the third Place I muſt obſerve ho 
this Diſtinction, which thus. n 
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that all Things nece 


60 
all er Ceremonies from the Name or 
Notion of Religion, 7 — PRO A. mr 
y. to Salvation: are 
plain and obvious in the Scriptures, that it is 
impatible for the meaneſt Capacity to be mi- 
ſtaken in any one of them. There might be 
ſome Uſe, and leſs Danger 1 in this Diſtinction, 
if all Matters of Faith and Practice were fo 
indiſputably plain and obvious that there. 
could be no Doubt or Controverſy about them. 
But on the contrary we find by ſad Experi- 
ence; that many af the: mo mental 
Points of Religion are den e ſome, and 
— by others; 1 th falſ 6.30 erro- 
ns prevail con cernin io 
which, to · Men of Sincerity and powle 
ſeem plain and undeniable; What Ramel 


hath God provided for this Blindneſs and Ob- 


ſtinacy of Human de Is it not the Judg- 


ment and Denny 7 lee Kue dand learnec MBs 
hoſe. 


_ patticylarly Rulers and Over- 
ſeers of lis Church upon all Points contain d 


in Seripture, whether 2515 e oy by 
Confequence? And is R 
the Governours of. 
F Things relating to 
by mene Rubricks, Homilies, Articles and 


eaſon of 
2 "Church reducing all 
oo vation to 2: Certainty, 


Canon? And are not their Determinations 

upon the Senſe and Meaning of Scripture in 

all Things properly call d Ports of Religion? 
what other 


844 endency can this invidious 
inctien 1 7 7 ance to diffolve 
mantel abliſh'd 


11 | 
Church? and leave a Latitude for every pri- 
vate Judgment to form Opinions to them- 
ſelves of what is, and what is not a Neceſſary” 
Fart of Religion; and by that Means render 
them ſubject to infinite Error and Confuſion, 
= to run a manifeſt hazard of their Salva- 
ei REPEL any my agar Get! n OT grot 
2. We are to conſider, that if the light of 
Natute, could have inform'd us in all Matters 
of Religion we ſhould have had no Revelation 
at all; this leaves us to our Selves wherever 
the light of Reaſan is a ſufficient Guide. Now 
all Matters relating _ Worfhip of God and 
Government of the Ohurch, and all Things 
relating to Faith and Practice, which wan; 
ted Revelation, are accordingly reveal'd to us; 
and all the reſt is left to the light of Nature, 
and beſt Reafon of Man, infſuenc'd by the 
ſecret Concurrence of God's Holy Spirit: 
And ſince Reaſon is from God, as well as Re- 
velation, whatſoever is thus Founded is in 
great Propriety of Speech, a part of Religi- 
on; it is commanded of God, and to reject 
and diſobey it, is to diſobey God. From 
hence you ſee another evil Conſequence of 
that Diſtinction, that it leads People into a 
Contempt of all Moral Religion, in which 
the very Life and Subſtance of it conſiſts; and 
teaches Men to deſpiſe all Things not Raj 


in Scripture, tho® agreeable to Right Reaſon, 
znd the general Rules and Examples of Holy 
Prit; moſt conſiſtent with Order and Decency ; 

moſt for Edifieation of Sculsʒ and the Glory ot 
rn a | . | HY God 3 
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Gad; of leaſt offence to all ſincere and wells. 
meaning Chriſtians ; conſonant to the Opini- 
on and Practice of the Primitive Church; and, 
handed down to us from thence thro' every. 
Age ſince Chriſt. - 


o 


— © * + 
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J. We muſt obſerve that chere is great 
Ambiguity in this Word Neceſſary to Salvation, 
upon which my Lord founds his Diſtinction, 
and lays ſuch. a Streſs thro? this whole Ser- 
mona Some Things are feceſſary in their 
own: Nature; and forme Things which are not 
fo! in their own Nature, may become ſo. by | 
Accident. Aid even of the firſt kind there are 
degrees of Neceſſity: As firfi, the Favdamentab 
Articles of Faith and Practice Expreſly contai- 


ned in Scripture; and even theſe axe not ne- 
eſſary to Saltation, where there 18 not Op- 
5ortunity or Capacity for them. Secondly, Points 
eſs Fundamental, which are deduceable only 
by fair and plain Conſequence; and for the 

ve ate to be determin'd hy the Opinion and 
Practice of the Church all along, and the 
| udgment of the Pious and Learned Fathers 
ff it; and theſe are likewiſe neceſſary in their 
Degree, and a Man runs a manifeſf hazard 
of his Eter nal Salvation, tho' he hold all the 
ormer; and reject the latter; or indeed any 
of them. ' Thirdly, All Things relating to GS 
wernment and Diſcipline „ „Ordain'd by - the 
Church, and for Performance of the W orſlüp 


of God; founded on General Rules and Exam 


ples of Scripture, the Opinion, and Practice of che 


[pureſt Churches, and the beſt Recſon of Mans 
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under the Tofluences of the Holy Glioſt. Theſe 
lkewilſe are Neceſſary to Salvation, tho? not 
ſimply and abſolutely in themſelves, or by ne- 
cry Conſequence from God's particular 
Commands; yet, as being purſuant to his ge- 
neral Commands, and by his Autherity taken 
into Religion for ſuch Purpoſes as are necefſas 
ry to it, but no Proviſion made for them in his 

expreſs Word. So that the Litungy, Rites and 
Ceremonies of the Church are as neceſſary to 
tlie Salvation of its Members, as their parta- 
king of the Sacramentt, and all other Divine 
Ordinunces; as neceſſary as Obedience and 
Submiſſion to che Laws of Gad; as neceſſary; 
as their being Members of the viſible Catho· 
lick Church, which they cannot ordinarily 
be; without being Members of a particular 


Church; and as neceſſary as it isto ald the 


deadly Sin of Schi and Separation: from the 
Church of God. This is a great; Degree of 
Neceſſity, and ſo great, that People may fer- 
feit their 1 —— for Want of not 
thinking * TAY par gr nov And 
a Man may — of a due Rega 
to What is a wh in a leſſer — = 
the fame time thathe affects the Obſervance 
of thoſe Things: which” ate call'd Neceſſary 
by way of Excellence, and not exclufively of 
theſe Things, without which Religion — 
> much as ſubſiſt⸗ And therefore that Di- 
ſtinction, which reduces all theſe Kinds and 
and Degrees of Neceffity to the firſt Head on- 
17 and directly and — inſinuates the 2 
| e- 
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Neteſſty of all the reſt, opens a fair and eaſy 
Gap for all manner of Heretical and Schiſmar 
ical Opinions. 3 ; 


Hlere I muſt obſerve, either the drifal Con: - 


4rivence,or rather grievous Overſight and Mai- 
Sober obabia whole Sermon, which all along 


oppoſes the two Extremes of theſe Three to onę 
another, but makes no Proviſion at all for 
Things in the ſecond Degree of Neceſſi- 

ty. On one ſide his Lordſhip reckons up the 
Parts of Religion thus, To Love God; #0 Fear, 
Worſhip, and Serve Him; to be Fuſt, True, Peace- 


able, Humble, Charitable, Sober, Temperate; to 


be receiv d into the Church by Baptiſin, and After- 
wards ro partake often of the Holy Gommanion q 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt ; this is the whole 
Sum of what his Lordſhip calls True Religeon, 
neceſſary to Salvation, unchangeable, c. ſe- 
veral Times over. To theſe he oppoles, p. 

12. the Hour of Publick Prayer; the Place of 
Publick Worſhip; the Form of Words in which 
Men ſhould offer up their Devotions ; the Pos 
ſture of Body to be obſerv*d:in them, and fuch 

like. In the firſt his Lordſhip proceeds not 


40 one Inſtance beyond Moral Duties, and the 


To Sacraments for true Religion. So that he 

leaves Epiſcopacy; the two Orders of Prieſts 
and Deacons; Confirmation; Baptiſm of In- 
fants; the Power of the Church for Spiritual 
Diſcipline and Government, and for ap- 
pointing Rites and Ceremonies for Admini ; 


ſtratian of the Sacraments, and other Ordi- 


ces of God, Cc. either to BEATLES: 
— 34 a 22 
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Iy; or to paſs for Things meerly Circumfſtari- 
tial, i. e. that have nothing in them of Reli- 


Son. Had his Lordſhip proceeded to one In- 


ance beyond the Sacramonts, it would have 
deffroy'd his whole Scheme. This Oppoſiti- 
on of the'two Extremes is ſo often repeated, 
ad every part of this Sermon ſo openly and 
plainly Ievell'd, I hope not with Deſign, at 
'the whole Doctrine of our Church; in all In- 
ſtances, excepting only that of the two Sa- 
craments; that I look upon his Lordſhip 
bound in ſtrict Juſtice to declare himſelf, ft 
1y and publickly to the World, how many of 
theſe and ſuck like Points he owns to be true 
Religion, and which he will have meer Cir- 
eumſtances, i. e. no Religion at all. Lv 
6. Another Reaſon I ſhall give, why Rizes 


and Ceremonies are Parts of Region, tho? of 


Human Appointment, is becauſe: our Saviour 


 himifelf look'd upon them as ſuch, by obſer- 


ving thoſe Rites and Ceremonies of the Fewiſb 
Church which were not commanded by God; 


and that in order to the Fulfilling of the Low, 


arid particularly the Feaſt of Dedication, Jobs 
10. 20. And in Mat. 23. 23. where he pro- 
nounces a Wo to the Scribes and Phariſees fot 
not obſerving the Weightier Matters of the Law, 
Fudgment,- Mercy and Faith; He poſitively 7 


ſerts tlie Obligation lay u Lr to pa 


Tythi of Mint, and Anniſe, and ma. 


tho they were Inſtances not commanded i in 
the Law; and tells them, SET were not t o 
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N Notiere talen altogether for gran- 
That an Rites and 8. 

5 Bai heren before they are Ordained; 
wilt "not Feld; for chis is but faying in 
Giner Wer; chat it is of: no Conſe: 


(459) 

Pie 1aft thing T malt obſerve to this pura 
poſę is, Fhat it is matter of indiffenſableDu« 
ry apd C donſcience in the Succefibrs of the Apo- 
les,” Governors of the Churehʒ tò purſue the 
Power; and obſerve the Rules laid down for 
thehn in Scripture; and by that Authority to 
appbit ſuch a Liturgy, ſuch Ri and Coremo= 
nies, Ras are nioſt- for Decency' and. Order, 
fo PtAcation of Souls, and the Glory of 
God; of leaſt Offtnce to the Charches, and 
4 Corrie neatęſt to Seripturb Examples; 

Ph ve Practice; together with tuch 
Artieles, Afſd Decifions' in Contro- 

red Faith, 48 are moſt agtceable! to che 
moe Fetior of the Gofpel. This we' think 
already perform'd; and that tee Hbt without 
the rigs Immediate + Direktion arid Inflience of 


7575 5 rit of God: Now all theſe become Parts 


l gion, not o. as they are Ordained 
Alwe Authority derte from Chtiſt; 


Bites che l. ben moſt Eligible in Theniſelves, 


ah 2 on Netufs ought to determine 
nt and Choice of fuchs have Pow 
d bent to Oram Them. 80 that e- 


exemonics are 


wit: Rites 2 art Appointed. 
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Much more groundlefs then, and more per- 


nicious it muſt be to Maintain, that they are 
all perfectly Indifferent, and no Part of Religi- 
on, even after they are Ordained, which. is 
the Doctrine of that Sermon. Now that 
the Rites and Ceremonies, Articles, &c. 
of our Church are of that Nature I have Des 


ſcribed, hath been ſufficiently made to appear 


by many Pious'and Learned Men: And this 
is the very Ground of all that Zeal and Lear- 
ning, which hath been laid out in the DE 
fence of them. So that tho? it might be aid 
in the General, with ſome colour of Truth, 
That Rites and Ceremonies are Alterable , 


yet, the Conſequence will not hold, that 


therefore thoſe of our Church May or Qught 
to be Alterꝰd; for it wou'dbe, not only an — 
excuſable Levit, but a great Sin to Change or Al 
ter them for the worſe; and a grievous Abuſe of 
that Power lodgꝰd in the Church. And if ſo, then 


how great a Violation of Conſcience muſt it 


be in any ſingle Perſon, in his own Priwate Ca- 
pacity, and upon the ſtrength of his own Judg- 
meint to ring Ghanges and Alterations in the 
Ears of all People, and Niſpoſe them for Par- 


; ring with ſuch Rites, 694255 have all the a- 
bove Conditions; and for the Reception of o- 
thers, which may appear to have none of 
them. And this is the very ; J udgment of - Q. | 


—_ * * al ig oe A Form 
ound in it felf, and praſtable to the People 

nut be tered without greas De, of the is . 
nour of God, and Diſcomfort to the Prafeſſart of tbe | 
Truth of Chrifts Religion, © By 


*. 
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By what hath been ſaid, my Reader is pre- 


par*d'to judge how injurious, not only to the 
Whole Conſtitution of our Holy Church, but to 
all Religion in general that Similitude is, by 
which his Lordſhip explains and illuſtrates 
this Diſtinction; namely, That of a Man and 
his Garments. It muſt be confeſs d this comes 
up fully to all the Intents and oſes of this 
Sermon, and is calculated to Anſwer all the 
Ends and Deſigns, which can poſſibly be ai- 


med at by it; for tis certain the Garments are 


no more a part of the Man who wears them, 
than the Stick he carries in his Hand, or the 
Ground he walks on: Nay, we ſhould be 
thought to ſpeak Affectedly and Improperly if we 
ſhould call them. even the Circumſtances of an. 
Human Body. If he had allow'd Rites and 
Ceremonies to be to Religion, but as the Hair. 
or the Nails are to the Body, ſomething ari- 
ſing from Religion, and ſuch a neceſſary Ap- 
pendage of it, that if thoſe in Being are par d 
off, others by a Courſe of Nature muſt ariſe 
in their ſtead ; this would have been leſs invi- 
dious, tho? it wou'd not have come up to the 
Truth, nor to that juſter Similitude by which 
Men of great Judgment and Piety have choſe 
to illuſtrate this Matter. And particularly 
Dr. Hammond who by the Vitals of Religion 
underſtands the ,expreſs or plain Commands 
of God; and by that of the Outward Members 
deſcribes all things relating to the Diſcipline 
of the Church and External Worſhip, foun- 


Tra. of Fund. 


ded 
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ded on Gonrd! Rnler and Bximples of Scrip- 


ture, and tlie bert Reaſon of Man, aſſiſted by 
the ordinary Grace of God. And what that 
learned Man obſerves with reſpect to parti- 
cular Chriſtians, holds as to the Church the 
viſible Body of Chriſt, which may by theſe 
be either preſerv'd in à Fuft Proportion and 
Comlineß of all its Parts; or elle be renderꝰd 
Monſtrous tid Deformed.' 1119 

This Similitude of his Lordſhip's is à 
Strein far beyond that even of the Puritans in 
1 Hooker's Time; who then it ſeems went no 
farther, in their Diſtinction of Rites and Ce- 
remonies from the Fundamentals of Religion, 
than to liken one to our ordinary Garments, 
and the other to Rings, Bracelets and Jewell. 
And can we help wond' ring at this Simili- 
tude which is calculated to gratify our Mo- 
dern Separatifts, who he can't but be ſenſible 
renounce and explode our Rites and Ceremonies; 
and would be better pleas'd if he had found 
out ſonie yet more odious. Compariſon for 
them. 0 6. 7: {6831 20303 #71 
The Notions rais'd by this Similitude, and 
the Application of ir are ſo'very obvious that 
they cannot fail to ſtrike upon the Mind o? 
every one who hears it : Namely, That all 
Rites and Ceremonies in general, and conſe- 
quently ours in particular, are mean and 
deſpicable Things; that as a Man is - petfe&t 
without his Cloths, fo he may be a-corhpleat 
_Chriftian without any of chem; That *tis 
+ Hooker p. 131. 


no 


x8 3.) 

no way Material toa Man's. Eternal Salvati- 
bn whar Garb.of Religion he pts on, W 
ther that among, Separatiſts, or in the. Eſta- 
bliſh'd Church; for his only Care and Cau- 
tion is, that he communicates among tho 
who ha ve the Parts of Religion; or if they 
have not all the Parts of Religion, ſo he 
himſelf hath them it is no Matter; That e- 
very one may pleaſe his own Fancy or. Hu- 
our and cut his Coat according to his 
is true his Lordſhip mentions the chan 
of all Things he calls Circumſtances to be 
made by Authority. But mark how 'tis u- 
ſner'd in, As by lawful Authority they are or. may 
be appointed; SO being ſabjedt by the ſame Autho- 
rity to be CHANGED and, ALTERED: if 
thete be a juſt Reaſon for it; What then? the 
Inference he makes is, Then they are Cir- 
cumſtances and no Parts of Religion. But 
the plain-Infinuation is, That they Oughr to 
be chang d and alter'd; and that there is a 
juſt Reaſon for it. What is this but diſpo- 
ſing Men to throw off the preſent Garb of 
the Churches of England and Feland, and re- 
coneile them to a more faſhionable One? For 
(hear what fellows) as the Clubs a Man wears 
may be alter or chang d as the Sealer * the Year, | 
the Cuſtom of the Place or any other Rule to by wb» 
ſer d in ſuch Caſes, without . apy. Dama 74-97 
Man himſelf 3 So, even ſo all Things that are 


| Cirawnſtavces, in his Lordſhip's comprehenſive 


5 
with- 


Senſe df the Word may be Alter d and C 
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without any Damage to what he calls True Re- 


ligion it ſelf, of which as yet he hath ſpecify'd 
nothing but Moral Duties, and the Two Sacra- 
ments. If there is a Reaſon for it, you may 
throw off the Creeds as you do your Shoes 
and Stockings, they are at beſt but Forms. 
You may throw off the Common Prayer and Li- 
tany as you do your Doublet or Caſſock, *tis all 
human Invention. You may give up the Or- 
ders of Prie and Deacon, Confirmation, -Infant 
Baptiſm, the Power of the Keys, 8:c. and hurt 
Religion no more than you wou'd your Bo- 
dy by caſting off a looſe Coat from your 
Shoulders; For where are theſe the Immedi- 
ate Expreſi Commands of God himſelf? nay,” by 
the fame Rule you may ſtrip Religion of E- 
iſcopacy too, as your ſelf of a Shirt, if there 
a good Reaſon for it; for you know tho? 
near is my Shirt, yet nearer is my Skin: All 
Things may be ſacrific'd to tender Conſcien- 
ces but what is true Religion ir ſelf; And as 
for Rites and Ceremonies, Articles, &c. you 
may pull them all off as you do your Hat in 
_ a Compliment. US O e en 
By ſtripping Religion thus Bare, and paring 
off from it every thing that is not ſo expreſly, 
plainly, and fully commanded by God him- 
ſelf; and ſo indiſputably, that there is no room 
left for the Light of Nature and Beſt Reaſon of 
Man, improv'd by Learning, and aſſiſted by 
the Holy GhoFt, to deduce or explain it, and 
ſet it in a clear Light: And, by thus rigo- 
rouſly and peremptorily excluding all Things 


elſe 


655.0 
elſe from the Name or Notion of Religion; 
tho the Deſign may be, by this Means, to ew 
it to greateſt Advantage in its Genuine and 
Native Beauty; yet the Effect and Conſe- 
quence is, That Men reduce it to nothing ; 

ic ſhrinks away, and they do but ftarve it to 
Death. And this brings to m 5 a Paſſage 
his Lordſhip muſt have heard, if 505 was not 
any Eye-witneſs of it; namely a Duaker 
who, not very long 480, — the Cathe- 
we of Cork in the Time of Divine Service, 
with nothing on his 18 but one only Gar- 
ment, 1 cover'd him all over; and whi e 
the TMiniſter was e Defence, , as L 1 
take the Stor „ of our Liturgies and Ceremonies; | 
the | wy, wide off at gn 
cumſtance of : A Cloak in the t gt ch dſt 58 
gregation; crying out the eee, 
and ſaying that He bimſe df on came to Teach th Sis 
Naked Truth... 1 ow, as extravagant = this 
ſeems, the Caſe is but too 1 3a A 
is a Lively, yet it is a Sad and;Melanch 
blem of this Doctrine of Cap ances, wh which” 
his Lordſhip purſues, not only in his Sermon, 

but on othe ther Occalions., Ty et! 

Es Os Principle , eſtabliſh 2 
ſtinction,, and ae by the Si imi litude ade 
Man and his. Garments, His Lot p Salts. | 
fies our Separation from the Church. of Rem, 
and, our rejecting their Errors of Praying. 6% 
Saints, Worſhiping Images, 8c. becauſe, 0 


is 1 Revenne PS ee r of 1 
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they Were All Lead, anal that whats 40 other D 
7100 again them but this One namely, That 
are impos as Parti ＋ Rel; ion, this alone 
would be Ground enough for us to tet hens i. e. 
ite frees. us fromthe guilt of Febiſer i in A i642 
af off from them, and ſetting 10 4 180 


e Commuriion of nr. 
of Religion, with 


2270 Plain, Uudeniable Co 91 1 808 
H mſelf; abſolutely and Comment Necteffa 


to Salvation. And, 1 10 alread 1985 al 

we are fo far aon being jy by this Ar- 

Jene that it Anders our Whole Ref otra 

ion one * and insrenlible Stu. 7 

_. For 2 e Suppole che (hafen gf Nees 

oſed upon us the Obſcrvatign 'of 

| ef the Week; the” Form of the'an- 

tient Creeds, and particulatly chat of the A. 

poſktes; [al . che Nr Bop of 2 and 
| 57 10 ot a, 


ede, E 5 
ry to Sslestion e Gras = 
we have oi Fo our Separation From: 
105 Gat Re: For. ſurely lth fe and Joch 
Parts of Rekgion, the they do not all 
5 > Wb ths Lali s Notion of that 
anibiguous Word Prrr, or HE 942 Part, or 
1 geabte 555 commanded by oa Him- 


And pray, my Lord, who 4s the 
Judge which are the Parts. of e a 
whic 


W 

which not? the Church, or is every private 
Member to judge for himſelf? Therefore ſup- 
poſe the Church impoſe a thing in its own 

Nature indifferent; for inſtance, the Uſe of 
the Surplice in the Adminiſtration of the Sa- 
craments; nay, and ſhould require it as a Du- 
ty by Confequence from Revel. 3. 4. and 
thoſe ſeveral other Texts, which ſpeak of the 
Saints appearing in the preſence of God in 
TVhite Rayment : Tho? I ſhould ſee this not to 
be ſo directly inferꝰd from Scripture as to be a 
plain Command of God, yet this would not 
juſtify. my Separation from the Church upon 
that Score. And fo in other inſtances, of 
things ſeemingly indifferent, -tho? they were. 


in the Determination of the Church impos d 


as not altogether indifferent, but as agreeable 
to general Rules of Scripture, and deduceable 
from thence by a remote Conſequence, yet 
this would be no juſt Ground to rend the 
Church, and make a Schiſmnmnmn. 
Secondly, If the Church of Rome had impo- 
fed Rites and Ceremonies, againſt which there 
lay no other Objection, but that they were 
np os'd, i. e. from being no Parts of Religion, 
ſhould be made Parts of Religion by the Power 
of the Church, and Obedience to them requi- 
red as ſuch; neither would this be a juſtifia- 
die Cauſe of Separation 

But if, as it is in the Church of Rome, theſe 
indifferent Things are for their Nature or Mul- 
tiplicity ſuch as lead to Superſtition, and are 
deſtructive of the _ Life and 5 of 
5 e- 


3 . 
Religion; or that Things plainly contrary to 
the Law of God are Impos'd; Things, as his 
Lordſhip ſpeaks, Falſe and Unlawfnl and Wicks 
ed, fo as that Men cannot continue in Com- 
munion without being guilty of Sin: this, and 
this only I take to be a juſtifiable Ground of 
Separation. And therefore my hearty Requeſt 


to his Lordſhip is, That he would leave the 


Controverſy between us and the Church of 
Rome upon the ſame Foot that all good and 
learned Men of our Church have placd it. 
Namely, We ſeparate from the Church of 
Rome, becauſe it enjoyns Things Contrary to 
che Law of God, and Deſrnctide of true Pie- 

ty and Holineſs; and all our Sectaries ſeparate 
from us without Colour or Excuſe, becauſt 
our Charch requires naſhing Cn to the 
Law ef God, or Deyfrmatior of true Piety and 


As this great Principle of tris Lbrdihip's in- 


volves us all of the Reformation unavoidably 
m the Stk of Schiſm; ſo it is a full and am- 
ple Jutificetion of all who ſeparate from our 


Eftablifhd Church. 760 2h nt Fon tr, 


ſays my Lord, «wdewovar 10 tum this wery 


mem upon #5, Nes verily they do, and he hath 


render d it unanfwerable ; Well, how do they 
tütn it? They hie. Alge, (mark how 
ſoftly he touches them) ber ey have #he ame 
Ground ro „ at the Holy Commu- 
nion, & Cc. 4 

dis Lofdſhip's Ground, ſtands Thus. 
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dir Argument againſt us upon 


* 
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Hirt, The Church impoſes. many Things 

as Parts of Religion, which are No Parts. Nat 

only the Inftances-Ehave already e E- 
[4 


piſcopacy, Obſervation of the frlf Day of the Week, 
c. but the Three Creeds; the Deſcent into 
Hell; the Canon of Scripture; Viſibility of the 
Church; Lawfulneſs of Requiring Oaths in 


Judicature; nay, the very Doctrine of the Tri- 


nity; Eternal Generation of the Son; Perfection 
of the Two Natures in Chriſt; with many o- 
ther particulars in her Articles and Homilies; 


and yet not ane of theſe are Parts of Religi- 
on in his Lordſhips Senſe of the Word, 
not only in this Son; but quite thro his 


Plain and Eaſy Method, whereby a Man of, RE. 
in which among many other Things to this 
Purpoſe, he hath this remarkable ſaying, Parra, 
If a Doctrine be in it ſelf never ſo True, yet if Go, 

hath no way laid any Command upon me to believe 
it, in this Caſe, not to believe is no Sin; for where 
vo Law (or in other Terms, uo Command) is, there 

« no Tranſgreſſion , that is tc ſay, no Sin, 5 

15. vor conſequently can this my want of Beljef be 
any bar or obſtruction to. my Salvation. Which 
ſaying is in che ſame Paragraph apply > expre- 
fly co Doctrinal Truths, and Articles of Faith, 
The Conſequence is clear and unavoidable; 
therefore tis not only Lawful, but neceſſary 


to ſeparate from the Church, for This alone, 
| ſays my Lord, 1 ſufficient. DR Fog. 


Will not the wok bg turn the Argu- 


ment upon us thus? Doth not a Biſhop of 
your own lay it down for an Eſtabliſh'dPrin- 


ciple, 


— a E ⁵—NvᷣLnʃʃ . ˙ ͤAkꝛ2—ñ— X 


mand in Scripte. 


(es 


ciple, founded upon a Plain and Rational Di- 
ſtinction, and illuſtrated by a remarkable Si- 


militude, That if a Church impoſeth any 


Thing as a Part of Religion, which is not 
the plain Command of God himſelf, manifeſt- 


Iy Neceſſary, perpetual, unchangeable ; nay, Abſo- 


lutely, indiſputably Neceſſary, as appears by his 


own Inſtances, tis a ſufficient Ground of Se- 
paration? Therefore + Put away from you 


all your Articles, Injunctions, Rubricks, Ho- 


milies, Oc. and every Doctrine which hath 


not thoſe Conditions, and then we will join 


Communion with you: For what have theſe 
Things to do with Religion; or indeed any O- 


pinions or Determinations of Fathers or Coun- 


cils; Give us the plain Commands of God him- 
ſelf, and none but what are ſo plain, that the 
meaneſt Capacity cannot miſtake them. 
Doth not the ſame Bifhop inſinuate, p. 4. That 
this is the very Practice of the Fewiſh Doctors, 


who gave themſelves a Liberty of advancing divers 


Opinions, and introducing ſeveral Practices under 
the Name of Traditions, that were not warranted by 
the Word of God? | | 


Again, Secondly, The Eſtabliſh*d Church 


impoſes Rites and Ceremonies, which are 
Things Indifferent and Unneceſſary in themſelves; 


. 2 | * N 

+ By the one only ſtroke of that Grand AXIOM [of ſticki 
to the Commands of God] Hooker obſerves, Book 3 an 
4. They, i. e. the Separatiſts think to cut off every Thmg in 
our Church, for which there is not a plain and e. reſs Dom- 


makes 


makes them neceſſary Conditions of Com- 
munion; ſo that from being No Parts of Re- 
ligion, the Church makes them Parts; and in 
point of Obedience, thus puts them upon the 
ſame Level with the Commands of God, by 
requiring a like Religious and Conſcientious 
Obſervance of them: Therefore Separation 
from ſuch a Church is Juſtifiable. His Lord- 
ſhip's Anſwer to this, gives us all up, clinches 
this old beaten Argument of Separatiſts, and 
leaves no room for the leaſt Evaſion. - The In- 
ſufficiency of rhis Argument, ſays he, will imme- 
diately appear, if it be conſidered that-. our Church 
never had the leaſt Thought of impoſing her Ceremo- 
nies as PARTS of Religion, but only 4. C IR. 
CUMSTANCES of it. But where doth, the 
Church give the leaſt' Countenance to this 
new Notion of confining: the Parts of. Reli- 

ion to the practical Commands of the. Go» 
Pet, and the two Sacraments? Are not all 
her Articles and Homilies, and Liturgy, and 
Rubricks, a full Confutation of it? Or who 
is he that peremptorily aſſerts, That our 
Church calls all her Rites and Ceremonies, 
and Liturgy, by the contemptuous Name of 
Circumſtances? and that ſhe ſhould ſay, That 
they are no Parts of Religion, even after they 
are Ordained and Appointed by Her? when 
our Holy Church never ſpoke ſuch a Word, or 
ever had ſuch a Thought ; but hath declarꝰd 
Herſelf fully to the quite contrary; and in 
thaſe very Quotations produc d by his Lord- 


iſhip, 
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1 aſſerting + that Every National Chureb 
hath Authority, i. e. from God, to Ordain Cere- 
ks or Rites of the 28 And * oo tha? 
the keeping or omitting of a Ceremony, in it ſelf con- 
Aller a, ie. before it is ſo Ordained, is but 4 
ſmall Thing ; yet the wilful and contemtuors Tran- 
ſereſſion of a common Order and Diſcipline, is no 
SMALL Offence before God. Then ſurely it is 
a GREAT Offence before God, i. e. a great 
Sin. So that a Man is to make a ſtrict Con- 
ſcience of them; and what a Man is to make 
a Conſcience of, is a Part of Religion; and 
for the very Reaſon aſſign'd by the Church, 
becauſe tho? they are Ordained of Man, yet tis 
for the more immediate Worſhip and Service 
of God; and purſuant to expreſs Command 
and Authority from him. pon | 
His Lordſhip will ſay that there is this dif- 
Jr proc in the 3 That = Chaney | 
of Rome, upon his Reaſoning, impoſes Things 
indifferent as the Command: of God, and — 
in themſelves Neceſſary to Salvation; but our 
Church impoſes them as Things in their 
own Nature Iadifferent. Yes, and a material 
Difference it is; but intirely loſt and con- 
founded in thoſe two ambiguous Words, Parts 
and Cirownſtances, Whereas if his Lordſhip 
had diſtinguiſhed plainly as he ſhou'd have 
done, and ſaid, That Rites and Ceremonies, 
Before they are ordain*d by the Church, are 
no Parts of Religion, and calld them by what 


1m FF 


I Art. 34. * Diſcourſe of Cerem, preſixed to che 
Common Prayer. 5 


„ASSOS FFS FFF 


vilifying 


ee : 

vilifying Name he pleas d; but that 4frer they 
are ordain'd for the Worſhip of God, Ä 
his Authority, char they chon rte poke” 
Religion, as requiring a Religious and 
Conſcientious Obſervance of them, then all 
would have been clear and right. But by 
ſtigmatizing them both Before and After 100 if 
Jr * he Title of ö 
uding them ſo peremptorily without this 
Diſtinction, from any Share i the Ne or 
Notion of Religion, he hath furniſh d all Oi 
ſetitets with a Topick fertile of Objections a» 
gainſt our whole Conſtitutio . 
T all Rites, and Ceremonies, and Litur- 
gies are equally Circumſtances, bath % e and 
After they are fo ordain'd; and equally 26 


} Patt of Religion, and n wy neceffery u Salva · 


tiaug which is his Lordfhip's own Expreſſion; 


chen ſay che Sectaties; who each of Them 


thiak they have all the Parts of Religida, We 
are astruly Mempbets of the Corbolick Church as 
choſe ofthe Eſtabliſh'd Religion, for we diſſer 
only an, Circamflantes ; white we vetain all the 
Parts-of Religion, we may chuſe bur 5 — 
go from ont Communion to anather , we do 

not change our Religion; and Oweaſe ; 
Oommunion is only throwing off the Qarb of 
Religion for an hour or two ; an what harm 
is chere in a change of Garment, enly v0 g 
. — — and get a — hs 

a Streſs upon ſuch Triſſes as ane no Wop Ne N 


| bi # 
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ſary to Salvation, and make no Alteration in 
Religion? Why are Things no. way Neceſſary 
to Salvation;made neceſſary Conditions of Com- 
munien? And why are People excluded and 
cut off from the Body of the Church, declarꝰ'd 
Schiſmaticks, and determin'd Excommunica- 


ted for Circumſtances, i. e. for Trifles, i. e. for 


Nothing e f 1794 
Is it not an avow?d Principle of one of your 
own Biſhops; explain'd and : purſuꝰd thro?:'a 
whole Sermon, publiſh'd in England and Ireland, 
That hat is not a Fundamental Part of Reli- 
gion, is no Part at all; And therefore ifa 
Ohurch impoſeth any Thing as a Part of Re- 
ligion, tho? ſhe declares it not to be a fun- 
damental, Neceſſary, and immutable Part; yet 


tis a juſt ground of Separation? Nay, and if 
tze Church ſhould declare her Liturgy, Rites 


and Ceremonies not to he impos'd as EKH ential 
Parts of Religion, (which ſhe hath done) and 
that they are no Parts of Religion or Religi- 
ous Wor ſhip in auy Senſe even After they are 
ordain'd, (which ſhe no where hath, and 1 
am perſwaded never will) yet if Conſcienees 
are tende enough to fancy they become 
Parts of Religion, by being Conſtituted and 
Orqdam'd, which is cheir laſt Reſult when all 
_ other Arguments fail them, they are guilty of 
Sin if they Communicate; they muſt, upon 
this Principle, and ought to continue ſeparate. 
And why then ſhould not all, who have any 
Moderation or Temper towards Diſſenters left, 
promote ſuch 4 Conſtitution and Eſtablſh- 


ment 


1 
ment as may make nothing a neceſſarꝝ Cdn- 
dition of Communion but what is a Part of 


Religion in his Lordſhip's ſtrict Senſe of the 


Word, and make the Pale of the Church 
wide enough to comprehend all ſorts of Cir- 


cumſtances? for *tis no more neceſſary for 


Members of the ſame National Church to a- 
gree in theſe, than tis for all Men to wear 
che ſame Cloaths . ning, 

And now obſerve how his Lordſhip evades 
theſe and the many more abſurd and ground- 
leſs Conſequences directly flowing from his 
grand Principle, and unanſwerable upon it; 


only by faying, IE will not in the leaſi follow, 


but that lamful Authority MAV, IN MANY: 
CAS ES (mark the Expreſſion) preſcribe and 
determine the Modes and Circumſtances of Religi- 
on; And that we MAY beobliged to yield Obe- 
dience, and be conformable to ſuch Determination. 
Why then in'many other Caſes Lawful Authori- 
ty may not preſcribe; and we may not be o- 
blig'd to a Conformity. And particularly on 
his Lordſhip's Principle, where a Church 


doth not call all her Liturgy, Rites and Ce- 


remonies by the Odiam Name of Circumſtances; 


and doth not declare all Points of Doctrine, be- 


ſides the Practical Precepts of the Goſpel, and 


the Two Sacraments; and all her Liturgyand 


Ceremonies, even after they are Appointed 


and Ordainꝰ'd, to be no Parts of Religion in 


any ſenſe of the Word. 


* 


My gobd Lord, If all theſe Things are ſich 


+ l | it, | 


oO » SG 
it; is not this a ſubſtantial Reaſon Why you: 
ſhould not change them for thoſe who break 
the Peace of the Church, and ſet up ſeparate 
Commun ions for ſuch Circumſtances? Will 


not they ever have the ſame Objection againſt 


all other Circumſtances? Who will have no 
Circumſtances but of their own chuſing; and 
whoſe Fixed Principle it is, that a Churches 


preſcribing of thoſe Circumſtances is a ſuffici= 


ent Ground for breaking the Unity: of the 
Church, the Peace of the State, and all Chri- 
ſtian Charity and Communion? "© 


Iv. Thelaſt of his Lordſhip's Inferences is, 
That all Duet ions and Diſputes. concerning ſuch 
Things as are NO ban Spree meer TO 
SALVATION, ought,” as much' as « poſſible, 1 
be avoided, and excluled from Religions. 


This Propofition runs ſmoothly, and upon 
a tranſient View, looks with an Air of Truth 
and Innocence; but upon ſecond Thoughts, 
when you find that by ſuch Things as are Ne 


way nereſſary are meant, as well Nite and Ce- 


remonies, as all Things elſe in Religion for 


wich there is not ati indiſputable Command 


of God Himſelf: When *cis plain, I fay that 


Thefe ale, and Ouly theſe, and Nothing elſer 


whatſoever har Theſe can be meant; as appears 
from the whole Scope of the Sermon, and 


from his Lordſhip*s own Explanation of it, 


under this very Head, p. 16. where he oppo- 


ſes theſe TRIFLES; as he calls them, to 


True 


am g. g DSS 
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True Faith, Piety, Charity, and other Things 
that are of ABSOLUTE Neeeſſity; then no- 
thing can be more groundleſs in it ſelf, on 
— injurious to Religion, and the Souls of 

en. | Fi f 
For it is not True that Rites and Ceremo- 
nies, & c. are no way neceſſary; nor is it True 
that all Queſtions and Debates about 'em 
ſnould be excluded from Religion. And by 
the Way, I deſire my Reader not to over look 
the grand Soleciſm couched in this Propoſi- 
tion; His Lordſhip would have no Queſtions 
or Diſputes but about Things ſo abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation, that there can be no 
Diſpute at all about them. And in the very. 
following Lines, he wou'd have no Religious 
Controverſies ; About what? why, about what 
is no Religion at all. We e 

J muſt take the Liberty of ſaying what will 
appear a ſtrange Thing to his Lordſhip, tho“ 
directly contrary to this Propoſition, and to 
the Whole Drift and Tendency of this Ser- 
mon; as well as to his conſtant Application 
of that Text here there Js no Law, there us no 
Tranſgreſſion; namely, That all Queſtion and 
Diſputes in Religion are moſt proper about 
Rites and Ceremonies, and ſuch Points of 
Faith and Practice as are not expreſly, and 
fully, and clearly determined in the Com- 
mands of God himſelf; and therefore left to 
the Deciſion of the beſt Reaſon of Man from 
general Rules of Scripture, aſſiſted by the or- 
dinary Grace of God. And for this very 


Reaſon 
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Reaſon it is that our Holy Church (which 
| God preſerve) in her 20th Article aſſerts, 
T hat ſhe Hath not only Power to DEC RE E 


Rites and Ceremonies ; but that ſhe Hath Autbo- 


rity alſo. in CONTROVERSIES OF FAITH, 


without any other Limitation than that of 
her decreeing nothing contrary to God's 
written Word. Not Authority to make Arti- 
cles of Faith, J hope, as the Church of Rome 
doth ; from whom we have ſeparated for that 
Reaſon, and not for his Lordſhip's, which 


juſtifies our Sectaries ſeparating from us; but 


in all Points, which admit of Queſtion or 
Doubt, to decide which is right or which is 
wrong; and what ſhe ſo decides is a Part of 
Religion, and well worth diſputing abour. 
And her Rites and Ceremonies once Decreed 
and Ordain'd for the publick Service of God, 
being from that Time, Parts of her Religious 
Worſhip, agreeable to general Rules and Ex- 
amples of Scripture, and Primitive Doctrine 
and Practice, are well worth the Number and 
Bulk of ſuch Books as have been wrote in De- 
fence of them; all which his Lordſhip ex- 
plodes not without great Contempt by this 
one very dubious, not to ſay captious Que- 
ſtion, * Is tha neceſſary to Salvation? And # ths 
neceſſary to Salvation? 82 +, OILS 08355 


Had all thoſe Holy and Virtuous Men, 
Vho have labour'd in Defence of theſe Triſte- 
in his Lordſhip's Language, with ſo much 
Zeal and Learning, been endwd with the 
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like exceſs of Moderation, and obliging 
Temper with his Lordſhip towards thoſe 
who are without, and have been as induſtri- 
ous in railing at, and diſputing againſt them; 
this goodly Fabrick of our Eftabliſh*d Church 
had been now a heap of Ruin and Deſolation. 
But why muſt there be no Queſtions or Di- 
ſputes about Rites and Ceremonies, Church 
Articles? & c. becauſe St. Paul ſays, Tit. 3. 8, 9. 
Be careful to maintain good Works, for theſe Things 
are good and profitable unto Men; therefore Ce- 
remonies, &c. are unprofitable. Again, we muſt 
avoid fooliſh Queſtions and Genealogies , and Con- 
tentions, and Sirivings about the Lau: There- 
fore ſince Genealogies are unprofitable and 
vain, all Queſtions about Rites and Ceremo- 
nies, &c. are ſo. Hear my Lord again yet 
farther. Fookſh and unlearned Queſtions avoid, 
knowing that they do gender Strife; therefore all 
Queſtions about Ceremonies, or Points of Faith and 
Practice, not determin'd beyond Queſtion in 
the plain Commands of God himſelf, abſalute- 
ly neceſſary, perpetual, immutable, 8c. are fooliſh 
and unlearned. Take Dr. * Beveridge's Anſwer, 
who in direct oppoſition to all this affirms, 
That there is nothing in our ' Liturgy but what 1 nes 
ceſſary for our Edification; no ſuch Fables or endleſs 
Genealogies; none of theſe vain Diſputations 
and impertinent Controverſies , which have of late 
been rais'd in the Church,. to its great Diſturbance, 
rather than its Edificat i uwe. 
Now if ſuch plain Proofs of Scripture doth 


Sermon on the Common Prayer. 


(709 


not convince you, hear the Heathen Fable of 


Atalanta, made Chriſtian by the Moral of it, 
p. 16. She was a Virgin as yet pure, and no way 
 debauch'd and corrupted, either with Rites or 
Ceremonies, or Controverſies of Faith or Practice, 
Church Articles, Deciſions of Councils, Opinions 
of Doctors, and Fathers or Caſuiſts, &c. which 
made her ſo light of Foot that ſhe outran all 
Mankind in the Race that was before ber. A 
ſubtil Courtier obſerving, that while ſhe In» 
cumber'd her ſelf with nothing but the plain 
Commands of God himſelf, things abſolutely neceſ+ 
ſary, perpetual, unchangeable, &c. no Body was 
ever like to outrun her; that he might get the 
better of her, throws in her Way thoſe afore- 


ſaid unneceſſary Circumſtantial Trifles in the 


ſhape of GAY GOLDEN Apples. Unhap- 


py ſhe, thinking all was Gold that gliſter d, 
ſhops ro gather them up ; the other ou tripe ber, got 
the Victory, and made her hisown. His Lord- 


ſhip tells you immediately, that this cunning 
Sophiſter in the Fable is che Devil, cloth'd 


IL cantt but obſerve here how this ĩs to Dr. 
Beveridge, who ſays, The Devil hath had a fpight again 
dne Common Prayer, ever fince it was fur# made, For the move 

edifying it 1 to God's People, the more deftruive it muſt needs 
he ef the Devil's Kingdom. And therefme it is uo wonder 


hat he hath all along employ'd the utmoſt of his Tower and 


olicy to hat its Reputation, and ſo to diſcourage aud dif. 
| Men pom the Uſe of it. by the Permiſtion- of God, 
for the Puniſhment of this ungrateful Nation, he hath ſo far 


prevail'd in his 8 2 that the Liturgy bath been twice caſt 


out of the Church, ſince it was firſt brought into ir; once in 
he Reign of Mary, and then agam in the Days 5 
Ng Chadles ibs Firs, . LSerm. on the Com. Prayer. 


in 
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in the Diſguiſe of theſe Circumſtances; who in 
our Chriſtian Courſe raiſes our vain Carioſity by ſtar- 
ting a Number of ſubtil, tho uſeleſs Queſtions about 
that tawdry Dreſs only, and Faſhion of Religi- 
on: And nubilſt our Minds are too much 4 
bout theſe Trifles, we neglect True Faith, Piety, 
Charity, and other Things that are of abſolute Ne- 


* cefſity. - | 


It was with a Gay, goodly looking Apple 


that the old Serpent tempted Adam and Eve; 
and this ſort of Reaſoning would almoſt ins 


cline an Ignorant and Illiterate Perſon to look 


upon it as ſonie Rite or Ceremomy, which our 
firſt Parents fatally miſtock for Religion. He 
would think his Lordſhip was Warning him of 
the ſame Bait laid for all their Poſterity, and 
therefore nothing in this World could fœarr 
and frighten him like a Circumſtance. 
This Notion of a ſtark naked Religion, 
which hath ſo filed his Lordſhip's Imaginati- 
on, that he purſues it warmly in; every thing 
he pubbſheth, might do well enough in Tbea- 
ry only, and is ſutable indeed to a Stato of per- 

fect ſnneence; but is no way adapted to the 
preſent great Degeneracy of Human Nature, 
God himſelf, who immediately: upon the fall 
of our Firſt Parents, provided them with a 
Covering ; hath chereb) furniſh d us with a 
hvely Emblem of this Garb of Religion, Which 
cankits in Rites and Ceremonies, &c. Tis a 
plain Indication, how abſolutely Ly mag 
they are to our now miſerable. Condition of 
Orription and Ifirmiey; not only chen, Re- 


gion 
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gion from all External Injuries, from Hereſy 


and Schiſm; but to Cheriſh and Adorn It, and 
to preſerve in it even Life and Warmth. And 
he who goes about to raiſe in Men a contemp- 


tible Notion of Them, by Arguing that they 
are no more to Religion than a few Fig-Leaves 


are to the Body, falls in exactly with the great 


Principle of the Adamites, who, thro' a-vain 


Affectation of Perfection, and ridiculous Mimi- 
ckry of our firſt and pureſt State, would have 


Mankind throw off all their Clothing, and ex- 
poſe their Same. F e t ei nn 
Since, I hope by this Time, it appears that 


Liturgies, Rites and Ceremonies, Articles, &c. 
and particularly thoſe of our Church, are ſo 
far from being Letts and Hinderances in our 


Chriſtian Courſe, that on the quite contrary 


they are neceſſary Helps; and tend to excite 
. - Ke * 2 "22M ds T fi © 2 

our ſpeed, and further us in our Way to Hea- 

ven. Since it is by theſe that Religion exerts 


it ſelf with e and that chere 
could not be even à Viſibility or Face of it 
in the World without them; ſince it. is by 


theſe, that all the wild and fantaſtical Opini- 


ons of Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, and all ſorts of 
Ent huſiaſts are excluded from Religion; and 


that by them all Virtue and Goodneſs is pro- 
moted, and that true Devotion and Piety are 


quickenꝰd and exalted; and in ſnort that there 
can be no Order, or Decency, or Edificariam a- 
mong Chriſtians without them: For theſe 


Reaſons, and many more, I'think it will be 
but a very reaſonable Conceſſion in the moſt 
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many Years, ſore afflicted. In 
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prejudic*d Perſons togrant, That theſe things 
are to Religion, at leaſt as HAIR is to the 
Body; and upon that Condition I ſhafl tell 
them this true Story inſtead of a Fable. 
There was once a certain Perſon, of whom 


we have this true and wonderful Account; that 


tho? he had all the Parts and juſt Proportion 
of a Man, yet his Great and = ' Miraculous 
Strength (which was the actual Support of 
God's Church and People in thoſe Days) lay 
all in his HAIR. This Man, and the true 
Religion, were ſafe from all but a Baſam Ene- 
my, one Delilab, a Fawning, Mercenary, Trea- 


cberous Curtezan; wko. by ſmooth. and fair 
Speeches, and under colour of great Affecti- 


on and Tenderneſs, but in truth dazePd with 
the Luſtre of Gay Golden Apples thrown in 
her Way, beguil'd and deluded. Him a Firs, 
Second and Third Time: at laſt lulPd him aſleep 
in her Lap; then inſenſibly ſhav'd off all his 
Hair, for it was but a Circumſtance ; and ſure- 
ly no one could call that a cutting of his 
Throat. Which point was no ſooner gain'd, 


but the Philiſtines were upon him; he all at 


once became Helpleſs and Feeble; and the 
inveterate, ſworn Enemies of the true Reli- 
gion bound him Hand and Foot, carry'd 
him away Captive, put out his Eyes, and 
treated him with all the Contempt and Barbari- 


ty that deliberate Malice and irreconcilable 


Hatred could ſuggeſt; by which Means God's 
Church and People were, for a Courſe of 
ſomuch _ 
MT the 


„ ET. © - 
the Confuſion and Diſtraction of the Times 
which thereupon enſu*d, are handed down to 
us under this Character, That in thoſe oY 
there was no King in [{rael', but every Man did 
that which was right in his own Eyes. And, as 
you have it fully in the Story of Micha, eve- 
ry one had the chuſing of his own Circumſtan- 
ces for Religion. * Ine e ö 
TR” Doleful Tragedy was acted, not many 

Years ago, with no ſmall Improvement o 
the Deſign ; and ſet off with very dark and 
gloomy Scenes: As fully appears thro? the 
Lord Clarendon's Hiſtory, where you will find 
the Contempt of our Liturgy, Rites and Ce- 
' remonies, &. and of fuch of the Clergy as 

appear'd in Defence of them, the chief Cauſe 
of the Rife and Progrefs of the great Rebel- 
Hon. From thence we learn, that it was the 
many Yielding , Condeſcending, Betraying Pro- 
logues, daily publift®d by the Gentle, Comply- 
ing, Moderate Authors of thoſe Times, which 
Amus'd and Beguild many of the Members, 
even of the True Church; and Reconciled 


Them gradual to Changes and Alterations of 


Things in the Worſhip of God; which could 
not be changed but for the Worſe. By which 
| ry Men were Infenfibly ted on without 

uſpicion, from one Scene to another, till 
the opening of the Plot; which ended in Ra- 
pine and Murder, Sacrilege and Regicide; 
in the confounding of all Things Sacred an 


Civil : Infomuch that Abominable , Hard-hearted, _ 
. — — 2-2 


„ t Judges, 17, 18 Chapters, 
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ng Phariſaical Hypocriſy took full Poſſeſſion of 
he Pulpit, and the Throne. 
ay now done with Leaf Obſervations 
05 1 Sermon, 1 ſhall be Ne to offer 
me few Things to his p's paglt Seri- 
— Confederation, deleeching! him to obſerve his 
NN Ulle 1 Nat to 155 his Ears againſt any Thing 
that x 0 wed. by another , whoſoever he u, nor in 
th hkaf to, endeavour to.alſent or diſſent from any 
op „ becaule this or that: Man hath ſaid it , but 
ie Impartzal, Conſigeratiqn, there appears to be 
jo Ban to F oi it ta be either rue on Falſe, 
I would mind his Lordſhip, of 
a Ale ſent. Fang, Conſent, which he 
Ok Deglared to ALL an denten EV Ry 
kings, which, i Ll as 

Dn. dah ad expreſſly 1 mces from * — — 

| ' Part of the cligion of ational Church; 
| and to which he wi Foe © allow that Title and 
Ch aratter he then 1 1204 5 then ore imme- 
a 11 50 od, and of the Congrega- 
1 in ſtead Sheen - . ſubſtitutes thoſe | 
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and judgment of our Legiſlature, that the fall⸗ 
ing in the Performance of this Alen, is De- 


privation, ſo fabr. oft, 


2. I would lay — him that Queſtion 
which was put to him upon a more ſacred and 
ſolemn Occaſion, at the Time of his Ordina- 
tion to the Office of Prieſthood.” i hon then 
give your FAITHFU L DILI GEN. CE al wing 


Jo 10 Miniſter the Doctrine and Satramenti, and 
tbe Diſcipline of Chrift;” a the Lau bath: Com- 


manded, and as THIS CHURCH "AND" REALM 
HATH, RECEIVED: THE SAME, acbor 


the Commundments of God; ſo that” "you. mn ach 


the People committed to Ng Go, and, 


with all Diligence 70 KEEP and 8 178 59 
che ſame? Upon which 1 ſhall only leave i 10 
let e 


his Lordſhip. ta judge  Imparti 1 0 
ings Lin His 


that Sermon, with ns other TKH 
Plain and Eaſy Method, whereby 2 Man 


everlaſting Salvation, be a faithful; aud e 


Dice of Hay Proſe math to the] 


Ghoft, of 05 > People cc 35 
lerve che Define, an Sacramiegss, . nd, 
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Catholick Church, by being Bean 
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Receivd intò this National Church of roland, 
which is a pure and untainted Part of it? Is 
not ſhe his Mot ber, 7 wlom he ſuck'd 
the 'Faith of Ch Pure Mill of the 
mord, without ne of Idolatry or Su- 
perſtition; and free from all Taint and Cor- 
ruption of Heretical Opinions, Schiſmatical 
Practiees, and wild Enthuſiaſtick Notions? 
Was it not in her Boſom he was Nouriſh'd, 
and brought up to be not only a true Mem- 
ber of Ohriſt, but admitted firſt a Deacon, after 
that \# Pries': and now made Partaker of that 
þ invaldakle Bignity of being a Succeſſor of 
7 the Apoſtles? And all this as he himfelf;hath 

b acknowledg'd in another Anſwer, * According 
to theWilef our Lord Feſas Cbriſt; And the 
ö 
1 
| 
: 


ORDER OF THIS CHURCH OF IRELAND? 
The Return which his Lordſhip is bound un- 
der all: the möſt ſacred Ties of Conſeience 
and Gratitude co make is, That of unſeigned 
@aily Thankfgiving to God for ſuch-a hgnal 
Pri ence, in calling dim to — wer ; 
6f "the' "Pureft and moſt Primitive Church 
8 Eärth; together with his utmoſt Dili- 
775 And Endeavour. for the Security and E- 
ablifhment of it; and for tranſmitting all 
| cheſe bleſſed | Advantages uniinpai*d@ 2 
Tit 3 <A $09 Nut. 222802 
Y Ber he bow. 10 this Sermon a Diſcharge and 
rmance of that Duty? which promotes. 
ſuch Diſtinctions and * and en- 
 largeth upon them, as fend to unravel our 
<= . Whole Conſtitution; to beat — Its 
| i ong 


t 
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ſtrong Holds, and lay all its Incloſures level 
wich the Ground. Such as inſinuate into the 
Mind of eyery incautious and illiterate Rea - 
der, that the Whole Profeſſion of the Chur- 
ches of England and Ireland is but a Circum- 
ſtantial Religion; its Ordinances all Cir- 
cumſtantially celebrated; nay that he him - 
ſelf is but a Circumftantial Biſhop ; that he 
Prays in publick, and Blefſeth, and Couſerrates, 
and Reoejives the Euchariſt Circumſtantialiy; 3 
and that it is a Matter of no great ere 
to Eternal Salvation, among what or De- 
nomination of the ann Religion allthis 
is perform d. 22108 A841 

4. L heartily wiſh his ks may ſari» 
ouſly Reflect, how Oppoſite an Conn; 
Rory he hath acted in this Sermg) 
25 — to thoſe 19 0 
Patriots of our Church, e 
great Zeal and nm rg i gum de- 


ended that excellently Conſtitu 9970 . | 


Dodhrine, and intire fel Order 

and Monſbip, which He hath given 17 
once; and blacken'd all their Labours of pie: 
kind under the Character of f Volmer f R. 


and DISTRACTION --of tbe World, . .-\...., 
That excellentLiturgy, which as Dr. Cf 
mond obſer yes, was. firſt written in Blood, and 
holed ond delivered down 10 u by the Martyrdom 
dee Pars 43, 24 and many other Places 


through his Lo p's Nai and Eaſy Method, K. 
"Op * 1 Pref. to the View of the Nen pine. 


gions Comroverſies, publiſb d to the (DISTURBANCE 


It | you fond by woefal Experience. A Tfhall ſay f 
it which then 
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of moſt of tbe Compilers of it; contrivd with ſuch 
excellent Wiſdom and Forefight, That in all 
the Reproaches vented by its Enemies, ever-ſmce, 
nothing but ATR aud 'V APOUR, fays he, hath 
been vomited out again#t it; the reſult only 16. 
NORANCE and MALICE. And which che 
Great | Beveridge ſhews to have been a migh- 
ty Fence, not only againft Popiſh Doctrine and 
Superſtition, but againſt all Schiſmatical Errors 
and Enthufiaſtical Principles; and hath been 


the great Means of keeping up the Knowlege 


and Fate of True Religion among us; as wit- 
neſs that Inundation of Fanaticiſm, and Con- 
fuſion which over - ſpread theſe Nations, upon 


the diſuſe and intermiſſion of it. tb R UL 
ANR, fays he, 4s once remove (which God 
\ forbid) our grand Adverſary would ſoon Accompiiſh 


bu Malicious Deſns upon us, one way or other, In 
another place of that Sermon he hath this 
ſaying, Certainly if ever there was a Form of 
found Words compos d by Men fince the Apoffles 
Times, our Common Prayer may juſtly deferue that 
Title. And again, h what kind of Spirit the 
Common Prayer was then (Reign of K. Charles 
the Firſt) ca# out, you all know; and ſome of 


it s only this, That the ſame Spirit which 
ſtir d up People ſo violently againſt the Common 


Prayer, ſtir'd them up at the ſame Time to REBEL 


againſt their King, to take away Mens ESTATES 
and LIVES, contrary to all Law and Fuſtice; and 
at laſt -to Murther one of the moſt Peer Princes that 


ever 
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ever Liv. And whether that war the Spirit of 
Cbhriſt, or Antichriſt, God or the Devil, judge you. 
In ſhort, that excellent Conſtitution, which 
Foreign Churches have Applauded and wiſh'd 
for; and which the moſt Judicious and Pious 
Divines of our own Church, alt but ſuch as 
are Infected with a: prepoſterous Notion of 
Moderation, have attributed to a more imme- 
diate Direction and Influence of the Holy 
Spirit of God. And particularly the ſame 
learned Man, who ſpeaking of the Prudence, 
as well as Piety of our firſt Reformers and 
Compilers of our Liturgy, it follows, Which 
I cannot but aſcribe to the _ extraordinary Aid 
and Aſſiſtance from God, whereby tbey were after- 
Wards enabled to ſuffer Perſecution, nay, Martyr- 
dom it felf —— to confirm what they have done 
-with their own Blood. I ſhall add here 
that ſaying of Biſhop * Sanderſon's, who, Di- 
ſcourſing of that Chriſtian Liberty of appointing, 
Rites and Ceremonies, Oc. and of requiring 
a Religious Obſervance of them; and of ſuch 
as unworthily betray it away, ſays,” Beſides theſe, 
that do it thus by open Aſſault, I would there were 
not others alſo, that did by ſecret Underminings go 


about to deprive us of that Liberty, which we bade 
in Chrift-Feſus, even then hen they moFt pretend 


the Maintenance of it, And in the ſame Di- 
ſcourſe he aſſerts, If is our Duty, for the better 
ſecuring our ſelves, as well againit thoſe open Im- 
pugners, as again t theſe ſecret Underminers, to look 
: beedfully to our »Trenches and Fortifications, and to 
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made us frees, leſt by ſome Device or other ue be 
lifted out . of it; leſt we be enſuared by our 
294 Default, e er we. are aware——— for we ſome- 
times betray away our own. Liberty, when 2e might 
If the Opinions of ſingle Men be not of ſuf- 
ficient weight, take the Reſult of King James 
the Firſt, and his Council, after the Conle- 


rence at Hampton- Court It Appears to us, and 


our Council, that there was no Cauſe why any Change 


| ſhould have been at all in that which was Impugned 


theBook:of Common. Prager g Neither in the Do- 


Hrine which appeared to he Sincere ; Nor inthe Forms 
and Rites, which: Were juſtiſied out of the Practice 


of the Primitive Church. And this in the ſame 
Proclamation' is ſaid to haye been the Senſe of 
all the Biſhops preſent. t. 
In anqther Proclamation enforcing the for- 
mer, itis ſaid, That j, After ſo much Impugning, 
there - appegrerh no Cauſe why the Form of the Ser- 
vice of God, wherein they have been Nouriſhed ſo 
any Wars,; ſhould be Changed. And therefore 
adviſeth his Subjects, Not to liſten to the trou- 
bleſom Spirits of ſome [Perſons ho never receive 
Contentment , either in CIVIL or ECCLESIA- 
ST1C AL Matters, but in their ewn Fantaſies. E- 
ſpecially, certain Nliniſters, 1h under pretended 
Ztal of Reformation, are the chief Authors of Di- 
Viſions arid; Sets among the Prople. 8 

I ſhall add here the Opinion of all the Bi- 
ſhops: Appointed for the Savoy Conference. 

roelamation of K. Jumes 1ſt, for Author, Dy. 
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ne judge that if the Liturgy ſhould be altered, 
as is required, not only a Multitude, bus the genera- 
lity of the Sobereſt and mot Loyal Children of the 
Church of England would be juftly Offended; ſince 
ſuch an Alteration would be a virtual Conceſſion , 


that this Liturgy were an intollerable Burden to ten- 


der Conſciences, a direct cauſe of Schiſm ; and a 
ſuperſtitious nſage , (upon which pretence it is here 
deſired to be Altered.) Which would at once both 
Juſtify all thoſe ho have ſo Obſtinately Separated 
from it, as the only Pious Tender Conſcienc ' Men; 


and condemn all thoſe who have Adber'd to That, in 


Conſciente of their Duty and Loyalty, with their 
Loſi or Hazard of Eftates, Lives and Fortunes, 
as Men Superſtitions , Schiſmatical, and void of 
Where can be the Safety, or the Cortifortof 
his Lordſhip's Soul in running directly coun- 
ter to all theſe, and as much asin him lyes to 
undo all that they have done? To fall in with 


the Sentiments and ſtrongeſt Prejudices of 


the ſworn inveterate Enemies of our Conſti- 
tution, who have been as induſtrious in ca- 
lumniating and reviling it; and te clinch the 


only Argument which they have all aleng in- 


fiſted upon for a Colour of their inexcufable 


Separation? His Lordſhip's not being Expreß, 


and Clear, and Open in àll that his Sermon 


drives at; and his purſuing the Defigns of it 


more Covertly, and by \Inſmuations only, is ſo 
far from being any Excuſe, that cis à high 


Agpravarion of his Performance: Not only 
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becauſe *tis from thence plain, that he pur- 


ſues ſuch Ends as he is aſhaw?d or afraid to own 


more plainly ; but becauſe the more Obſcure 
and Darł a Man's Inſinuations are, the harder 
it is to lay them open; to expoſe them in a 
clear Light; and conſequently more difficult 
to ward againſt all that Miſchief they are 
calculated to Effect; and to prevent the ma- 
lignant Iufluences of them upon the Conſci- 
ences of Men. PT... | . 
Had his Lordſhip ſpoke out all at once, 
what this Sermon goes about ſoftly Whiſper- 
ing in the Ears of all People, namely, That 
Altered much for 
the better; That the Gallican, or any acher 
Liturgy, i more agreeable to Primitive Purity ana 
Practice than our un; That the Church and 
Churchmen lay too great a Streſs upon Rites 
and Ceremonies, Liturgy, Articles, &c, that 
they inſiſt tco-rigorouſly upon them; that 
they ought to part with many of theſe Cir- 
cumſtances in condeſcention to tender Con- 
ſciences; and that it were a bleſſed Thing to 
mix the Common - Prayer and Directory in order 
to aComprebenſion, &c. this would have ſhock d 
and ſtartel'd all that heard, or read him: An 
et there, is in truth and reality, no more dif- 
erence between theſe Two, than there is be- 
tween ſaying the ſame Thing over in a Loud, 
or a Low Voice. Tis letting the Enemies of 
the Church in at a Back Door; which in point 
of Conſcience is the ſame with actually pre- 
paring a reach. ot laying the Gres wide open; 


Pad 


for 
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al Furiſdiction without any Commiſſion from 


for the firſt is a ſufficient Indication that the 
latter is to be done, whenever it may be per- 
ſorm'd with Credit and Safety. & iets 
F. Iwould obſerve that this Sermon, and all 
his Lordſhip's Opinions, which ſeem deſign'd 
to prepare the way for a Comprehenſion, pro- 
ceed upon this wrong Suppoſition, That our 
Separatiſts have all the Parts of Religion, and 
differ from us only in Circumſtances; where- 


as ſome of them hold Doctrines, not only He- 


retical, but ſuch as are deſtructive of Chriſtia- 


nity itſelf; and the Vifbbiliry of the Chriſtian 


Church. And even the Presbyterians, who are 
by.theſe Diſtinctions and Similitudes inſinua - 
ted to have all the Parts of Religion, have ma- 
. directly contrary to plain Scripture. 
They do not retain among them ſo much as 
One of the Three Holy Orders of Biſhop, Pres- 
ter or Elder, and Deacon, mention'd in the 
New Teſtament: The firſt they reject as Anti- 
chriftʒ the ſecond they have ſacrilegiouſſy ta- 
ken away from the Clergy, and Confer'd it up- 
on the Laity; nor have they any Order among 


them of the third Denomination. They are 


downright Fataliſts, holding Abſolute Decrees 
of Election and Reprobation, upon which 


they tick not to call themſelves the Elect; 


and purſuant to this, they explain all St. Paul's 


"Diſcourſe, thro? the 7th Chapter of the Ro- 


mant, in the Perſon of a Regentrate Man. Th 
rake upon them the Adminit#arion of the Word 
and Sacraments,” with the Exerciſe of a Spiri- 
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God, either in the ordinary way of Succeſſion; 
or by a Miraculous Miſſiun. They hold the 
Continuance of the Extraordinary Effuſion of the 
Spirit for extempore Prayer and Preaching ; 
which fond Opinion hath made- them Re- 
nounce all premeditated and preſcribꝰd Forms of 
Publick Worſhip ;_ hath baniſl'd- the Reading 
of the Scripture out of their Congregations ; 
and hath brought even the Lord's Prayer much 
into Contempt and Diſuſe among them, 
They hold that Separation from an eſtabliſh'd 


National Church, with which they may com- 


municate without Sin, and ſetting up diſtinct 


Communions of their own, is not the Sin of 


Schiſm. They will not perform the moſt So- 
lemn Act of Chriſtian, Worſhip in a poſture of 


Adoration; and maintain all uſe of Iuſtrumen- 


tal * Muſick, in the Service of God, to be un- 


| lawful. Their great Principle is, That all 
Rites and Ceremonies become unlawful, 


when they are once Ordain'd as Conditions 


of Church Communion, and a conſcientious 


Diſcharge of them requir?d; becauſe by that 
Means they become Parts of Religion, and 
they would have them, in his Lordſhip's 
Phraſe, only I Articles of Peace; and their con- 
ſtant Cry, in Oppoſition to our whole Con- 


ſtitution, is the Commands of God; The Law of 


the Goſpel, &. Now where can be the Ad- 
vantage to our own true Religion, or to the 
Souls of thoſe who ſeparate from it, to do 
that which ſhould encourage and confir 


Cn 


them 


. 
them in Theſe and Otber dangerous Errors; of 
ſuch a Nature that they cut off all poſſibility 
of any Comprehenſion but by their Convi- 
ction; and thereby being diſpos'd to part 
with them, and embrace the Truth? Which 


they themſelves have been always ſo ſenſible 


of, that they never could be induc'd, and in 
all likelihood never will, ro propoſe any Terms 
upon which they would Unite; tho? this is a 

rievous Aggravation of their Schiſm, and 
— them without any other Excuſe or A- 


pology, but that of invincible Ignorance, in 


the ſight of God and Wan. | 
Now for his Lordſhip, with Reſpect to this 
Complication of Heretical and Schiſmatical 
Opinions and Practices, to be as a Man whoſe 
Words are ſofter than Butter, and in whoſe 


Mouth are no Reproofs. To daub on anew that 


very Paint and Varniſh, which Men of Piety 


and Learning have been long waſhing off 


from the Face of a groundleſs and monſtrous 
Schiſm, that it might be left expoſed to all 
Mankind in its genuine Deformity. Not on- 
1y to inſinuate, that any of the Sectaries, have 
all the neceſſary Parts of Religion; but to 


take ſo much Pains to ſhew how Rites and 


Ceremonies are in themſelves Unneceſſary, 
without ſhewing how they became Neceſſary 


to them: I ask whether this was performing 


the Part of a faithful Paffor ? And whether it 
was not his indiſpenſable Duty, to have told 


1 Witneſs the Savoy Conference. 
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realy contrary to the plain Word of God; 
Dangerous to Mens Souls, and deſtructiveof all 


Virtue and Goodneſs; and that there could be 


no Comprebenſion without their Conviction and 
Repentance. And to have taught them, that 
tho? Rites and Ceremonies are not the Inme- 
diate Commands of God, yet they are his Me- 
diate Commands, being appointed by ſuch as 
have the Rule over them, and therefore that in 
diſobeying they run a manifeſt Hazard of 
their Salvation; 2” ba add ers 


6. But the moſt melancholy Reflection of 


all, and that which muſt affect his Lordſhip 
with the deepeſt Sortow and Regret, when 


the Strength of that mighty Prejudice he is 


under is abated, is the manifold Evil Effect 
of this Sermon, the humenſe Miſchief it hath 


done in Two Kingdoms; and how much it is 


now out of his Power to undo it, and make 
ſufficient Reparation for the Injury our 
Church and Conſtitution have ſufferꝰd from 


it. His Lordſhip can* but be ſenſible what 
an Trreconcitable Averſion all our Separatiſts al- 


ready have, not only to our Rites and Ceremo-— 
mes; but to many DvdrinalPoims: decided and 


explainꝰd in our Articles and Hunilietß as well 


as to the whole Diſcipline of our Church: 
And what could he propoſe by all this Beldiug, 
thoſe many unfair Conceſſions Which he bath 
made; unleſs it be „rener abr, ewe that 
their contrary Pretenſions are true? that they 

are in the right, and we in the wrong? Do 
they ever make any other uſe of our * 
1 1.1⁴9 | og 7 


ſuont, but to upbraid us with our own Words; 
to caſt them in our Teeth; and play us againſt 
one another? as they will the Biſhop againſt 
Himſelf, if ever they find he recedes one Tit- 
the from what he hath preach'd and printed 
not only in his Sermon, but in his Plain and 
Eaſy Method, 8c. and in his“ Rule of e- 
amination, where he hath ſpoke out, and rec- 
kons Hereſy and Schiſm among thoſe Terms of 
Art which are only an Amuſement, and Perplex 
Men with Doubts and Scruples. Fe! 
They reckon every Condeſcention we make, 
as fo much Ground gainꝰd againſt an Enemy; 
but never could be perſwaded to move one 
ſtep forward to meet us as Friends. They ne- 
ver come to hear any of our Preachers, or 


expreſs the leaſt value for them, but ſuch as 


have got the Character of being Luke-marmand. 


' Indifferent to their own Communion; and have 
ſome Taint of Fanaticiſm: And theſe: are al- 
ways reckon'd to have juſt ſo much of the Saint 
in them, as they have a want of Zeal and Sted- 


faſtneſs to the Eſtabliſh*d Church; and as they 


are more or le diſpos*d to Betray our whole 
Conſtitution; and even their own; Order. into 
the Hands of its implacable Enemies. What 
Pag, 9 8 1 9 hs 2 SJ * 3 
. } Tisſomewhat ſurpriſing how exactly parallel this 
is to that Saying of Sir Richard Steel's, viz. That we hate 
al ſuficiontly elt the Load of the two Topicks of , Hereſy. aud 


_ Schiſm. And yet all this hath not made 7685 of theſe tuo 


Words Dedic. to" the Pope. But they both onght to 


have conſidered that theſe are Seripture Terms, and 
from thence transferr d into our Litan y. 
! other 
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have, but to ſtrengthen their Party t 

<abli ſh. Them. i in their Schiſm, but e 

hoſe of our own Church, and fill them with 

Doubts and Scruples ? Togive the Sepaxatiſts 

Heart .and Courage, .and. Opportunities, .of 

catching at; all Advantages againſt us? Con- 
ming that. irreconcilable Averſion of hel 
our :DofFrines, Rites, and Ceremanies N 


is the Ground of their Separation; the 


infinite Calamities, and of a Series of FR | 
Conſequences to Church and State? And i in 
ſhort, to raiſe up that Exil Spirit of, Faction, 
and Scbiſm, and Enthuſiaſm, which too man 
of our own Church and, Cammunion will nes 
ver 8 to be intirely laid, and eaufte d. to 
10 5 Retirement, *. e Regions of Erg 
47 a Bel Hon; but will have it always. 15 
to 1 50 enjur'd up upon ev pearan 
5 24 55 15 1 and Str Kring ht 
this truth, no 0 er than laying All 
the Providence of God, and going to the 155 
for Help. 
7. Nom cliat ali true 8a and Fab of ch 
hureh h may beware of that falſe Colour and 
Shadaw only of true Chriſtian, Moderation, 
by which ſo many 175 deceived; ſhall inthe 
uy Rae A ho 5 void 5 4 AR, che 
Chri ul N 
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tion, and Toleration, and - Encouragement | 


towards Separatiſts; and who are ever dire] 


or indire&ly promoting Changesand Aterati- 


ons in our Eſtabliſt®d' Religion: Namely , be- 
cauſe tis for the Peace and Security of the State; 
the Proſperity of the Nation ; nay, and for 5 
Advancement of Trade and Commerce. The 
Sectaries; ſay thev, ate a powerful Party; not 
to be diſoblig*d, but courted and won upon, 
leſt they give us up to the common Enemy. 


Therefore Tha, and That, and Tother Thing 
moyed for the Security of the Church, &c. 
s indeed a very good Thing in it ſelf, and 


may do well another Time; but we muſt Walt 
for a more favourable Juncture ; we dread the 
Conſequences of doing our Duty now. The 
Seaſon calls for Condeſcention and Comply- 


ance, and giving up ſome Parts of our Con- 
ſtirution, they are all but Circutmnſtances; 
and What a glorious Proſpect have we, from 


ſo ſmall a Conceſſion, of being all one Peo- 
ple, and aflouriſhing and happy Nation? 


This may be the Language of a Politician, 


but not of a Chriſtian; and ſurely. this is for- 
faking of God and our indiſpenſable Duty to 
him, and uſing unlawful Means to bring to 
paſs the Ends of Proyidence; is the doing 

Evil, that Good: may come of it, Nothii 
. hath been ſo fatal to Religion, as the min- 
pling i with humafi Policy, It 121 ot Seaſo- 
nabF/;it'muſt not be diſcover'd all at once, 
bur open ably; we 
po 


Way ſpoil- a good Scheme, Cc. is the Lan- 


5 gu Be of the ſorldʒ but in Seaſon, 2 


JV © 
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1 SE Ir work infenſſbly; we 
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( 
fon is the Language of the Scripture, Mat: 
, +Y ters of Conſcience _— Religion are to be 
coen'd and declar'd, and put i in practice at all 
Times; and then more eſpecially When in the 
Eye of the World they are leaſt in Seaſon: 
And the Conſequence is, That all who are 
not ſound at the Heart will oppoſe them ; all 
who are ſincerely Good will fall in with 
Q them;a an the Succeſs is in the Hands of God, 


m Y 
— n.... 


Who” hath reſerv'd the Difpoſal of all E. : 
vents to himſelf, and leſt us only the Diſcharge 
of our Day, with a firm Dependance upon 
bim. If all good Men wou'd act by this 
ſteady Principle, Truth wou'd prevail at laſt; 
but it is ruin'd by Caution, betray*d by Policy 
and Cunning; and by being over-wi e in ew LS 
11 ligion, Men become Fools. 3 
"THY © Tomake 4 Change, fays Dr. *Hatimond, in RR 
 faered Matters meerly out of Intuition of our © own 1 
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ſecular Advvamages, ts ' PRACTICAL ; ATHEISM, "_ 
4 And calls it Sacrificing them to our preſent Conve- * 


1 | niencies. 2 Atheiſm, fays he, in thinking that 7 - 4 
iy God cannot blaft that Convenience ſo acquired; ;; 


Ad Infidelity or Diſrutt, in thinking ah 0 1 
God will not in his Time give thoſe Conveniences H 
1 and Advaptages (if they be ſuch indeed) by Maart 
1 4 ety Lawful, which now we covet by alulaws ? + 
__ Therefore he obſerves how this is Tem- 


\ ting God's Providence in not acquieſcing in the pre= | 
| * Litur e Stick have >. 
%%% 
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